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June 12, 2020
Edward E. Belk, Jr
Director of Programs. Mississippi Valley Division
US Army Corps of Engineers Vicksburg District
ATTN: CEMVK-PPMD
4155 East Clay Street
Room 248
Vicksburg, MS 39183

Emailed to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District at
YazooBackwater@usace.army.mil

Re: Notice of Intent published April 16, 2020, 85 FR 21218
Dear Mr. Belk:

The Mississippi Board of Levee Commissioners submits this letter and attachments to
address the need for the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (“Corps”) to construct and operate the
Yazoo Backwater Pumps as expeditiously as possible. The Draft Supplemental Environmental
Impact Statement that the Corps is now preparing does not need to cover what has already been
studied multiple times.

We commend the Corps and other federal and state agencies for again addressing the
critical need for flood damage protection in the Backwater area. All should remember, however,
that this is not the first time that the project has been studied. Originally authorized in 1941, the
integrated system of flood control was studied and built over decades. The levee system was
completed in 1978 and the drainage control structure at Steele Bayou was finished in 1969. The
final piece of the plan — a pumping station to remove backwater flooding — has also been studied
but has not been built. Each time a part of the integrated system has been studied, the Corps’
reports demonstrate that the flood protection is needed.

While the harsh impacts of flooding on human life, property and the community is our
paramount concern, floods also injure the valuable natural resources and ecology of the
Backwater Area. With this letter, the Levee Board is submitting a Report it commissioned to
address the impacts of flooding on key natural resources. The Report entitled “The Effects of
Recent Flooding Events on Ecological Resources in the Yazoo Backwater Area of Mississippi™
presents information explaining the damage floods cause to these natural systems. The Report
assesses flood impacts associated with:

e Wildlife and Recreation

e Forestry

e Methylmercury (water quality/fish advisories)
e Invasive Species (Asian Carp
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Based on sound science and available information from the Backwater Area and
comparable locations, the Report concludes that the reduction in flood depth and duration that
the Pumps would achieve would mitigate and/or result in avoidance of the adverse impacts. In
summary, the Pumps would help, not hurt, the environment.

The Corps is well aware of the high costs of flooding, to people, property and the
community. Without repeating that information, had the Pumps been in place from 2008 until
2018 they would have prevented $372M in agricultural damages. This number does not include
the record 2019 Backwater Flood which flooded and prevented 231,000 acres from being farmed
in 2019. The Pumps would have prevented the flooding of 686 homes and 3 highways in 2019.
The Pumps would have provided protection for the people, homes, crop land, animals, trees and
the environment.

The Levee Board respects the Corps” efforts to provide much needed flood damage
protection. We will continue to work cooperatively with the Corps and other federal and state
agencies to promptly complete the current, additional Supplemental study. Please complete this
Supplement Study promptly so that we can move forward to construction and operation of this
important project.
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Peter Nimrod, P.E., P.L.S.
Chief Engineer

Enclosure: The Effects of Recent Flooding Events on Ecological Resources in the Yazoo
Backwater Area of Mississippi



