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Message FroM The PresidenT

 

It has been my pleasure to serve as

President of Delta Council this year. I would

like to thank all of the Delta Council leaders,

members, and friends of this region for their

support and their ongoing devotion to

helping us make the Delta a better place.

My service this year has underscored that

my family's investment in Delta Council is

important and I hope you feel the same way.

I was aware of some of the challenges our

region faced in my family's business of

agriculture - agricultural policy, research,

water resources, flood protection, and the

environment among others - but my year as

President has illuminated further that the

region has other challenges such as

transportation infrastructure, industrial

development, early childhood education,

higher education funding, and a number of

other critical areas.

However, this year has furthered my belief

that the best way the Delta can have a

measurable impact on these challenges is

through the men and women who comprise

Delta Council. Your constant and consistent

leadership in devoting time and talent to the

economic development of our region is

having an impact, every day.

Today, and in this Annual Report, we

celebrate some of the people and institutions

that have been instrumental in that success.

We are also pleased to welcome Deputy

Secretary of Agriculture Krysta Harden to

the Delta and our 79th Annual Meeting.

Krysta has been a champion of agriculture

and Rural America over her distinguished

career and I am proud to call her my friend.

She has the task of implementing the 2014

Farm Bill that was passed earlier this year,

due in no small part to the herculean efforts

of last year's keynote speaker when I began

my term, Senator Debbie Stabenow, and

our own Thad Cochran. The Delta has been

the beneficiary of their special leadership,

and we look forward to continuing our efforts

with Deputy Secretary Harden to make our

rural communities as strong as they can be.

Please enjoy the meeting and thank you

again for your service and friendship to the

Delta, and Delta Council.

Pam and Gibb Steele

Gibb Steele
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9:00-10:00 a.m.
delta 1000 eVent

“the 2014 midterm election analysis”
Featuring Stu rothenberg, Political Analyst

location: mcPherson Hall

9:00-10:15 a.m.
2014 Salute tO delta HOnOr GraduateS

Hank Bounds, Commissioner, institutions of Higher learning, master of Ceremonies
the Honorable leslie King, Justice, Supreme Court of mississippi, Keynote

location: Beneath tent on east side of Bologna Center

10:30 a.m.
WelCOme and OPeninG remarKS

Gibb Steele, President

inVOCatiOn
reverend tony mcdonald, avon united methodist Church

PreSentatiOn OF COlOrS
Boy Scout troop 200, Greenwood

PatriOtiC muSiC
B.B. King museum allStars, directed by dr. Cheryl Weiss

BuSineSS SeSSiOn
recognition of Special Guests

Good middling recipient Presentation
achievement awards

Wear Cotton recognition
recognition of Honor Graduate, Scholarship recipient

introduction of new Officers
 

eleCtiOn analySiS and audienCe reSPOnSe
Stu rothenberg, Political Analyst 

intrOduCtiOn OF KeynOte SPeaKer
the Honorable Phil Bryant, Governor, State of mississippi

KeynOte addreSS
Krysta Harden, Deputy Secretary, united States department of agriculture

12:00 noon
CatFiSH lunCHeOn 

location: delta State university, Quadrangle lawn

KrySta Harden
profile

• native of Southwest Georgia. 
third generation farming family

• Sworn in as deputy Secretary 
for u.S. department of 
agriculture in august, 2013.

• Served as assistant Secretary 
for Congressional relations and 
Chief of Staff to the Secretary, 
2009 - 2013.

• instrumental in implementing 
programs under the 2008 
Farm Bill.

• CeO of national association of   
Conservation districts, 2004-2009.

• Senior Vice President with 
american Soybean association 
government relations firm,
1993-2004.

• Staff director for the House 
Subcommittee on Peanuts and 
tobacco.

• Chief of Staff and Press 
Secretary for former 
Congressman Charles Hatcher 
(Ga)

• Ba in Journalism from the 
university of Georgia

2014 annual meetinG

May 30, 2014
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miSSiSSiPPi delta 2014

Officers

OfficersHonor Graduates & Schools
Bolivar

Lerandel Allen-Shaw High 

Molly Bassie-Bayou Academy

Beth Baugh-Cleveland High 

Quenita Drummer-West Bolivar High 

Shakedria Dye-John F Kennedy High 

Brittany Earls-Bayou Academy

Billy Joe  Hall, II-Broad Street High 

Keyana  King-Ray Brooks 

Mary Clay Kline-Cleveland High 

Jarvis Malone-John F Kennedy High 

Martavius Miller-West Bolivar High 

Charliesa Orange-Broad Street High 

Destiny  Thomas-Ray Brooks 

Markivyana Tucker-East Side High 

Terry Winston-East Side High 

Cadesiah Woods-Shaw High 

Carroll

Brianna Lee Corley-Carroll Academy

Laura Ellett-J.Z. George High 

Raven Meeks-J.Z. George High 

Ryan Wiltshire-Carroll Academy

Coahoma

Jakeria Bailey-Coahoma County High 

Ashley  Craig-Coahoma Co. Agricultural High 

Khadijah Fisher-Clarksdale High 

LaTerrance Henderson-Coahoma Co. Agricultural High

Sara Catherine Hood-Lee Academy

Melissa Camille Rybolt-Lee Academy

Shila Smith-Clarksdale High 

Jastini Thomas-Coahoma County High 

Desoto

Madison  Bryant-Hernando High 

Sarah Catherine Case-Lewisburg High 

Hudson Chenault-Northpoint Christian School

Anna-Alicia Estes-Lewisburg High 

Desmond Ferrell-Southaven High 

Jacob S. Fine-Center Hill High 

Lori Ann Jarman-Hernando High 

Anna Jenkins-Desoto Central High 

Maris Martin-Desoto Central High 

Collin Moore-Lake Cormorant High 

William Nowell-Northpoint Christian School

Jocelyn Olguin-Horn Lake High

Aaron Priester-Olive Branch High 

Mariana Santana Ponce-Horn Lake High

Alexis Schwartz-Southaven High

Crystal Sizemore-Lake Cormorant High 

Gabriella L  Stafford-Desoto County Academy

Jade Steele-Desoto County Academy

Jasmine Steen-Olive Branch High 

Brock Tschume-Center Hill High 

Holmes

Gerrica Adams-J. J. McClain High 

Taylor  Adcock-Central Holmes Christian School

Alesha Caesar-S. V. Marshall High 

Shamekia Dotson-J. J. McClain High 

Freronica Frizell-Durant High 

Bobby  Henry-S. V. Marshall High 

Lindsey Horton-Williams Sullivan High 

Ilexis Lindsey-Durant High 

Shameshia  Martin-Williams Sullivan High 

Terrell Wynne-Central Holmes Christian School

Humphreys

Laura Brantley Childress-Humphreys Academy

Symone Daniels-Humphreys Co. High 

Sharika Hodges-Humphreys Co. High 

Rachel Lloyd-Humphreys Academy

Leflore

Ali Evans-Pillow Academy

Zakaria Gary-Greenwood High 

Alyncea Hawkins-Leflore County High 

Kamberlin King-Leflore County High 

Shelby Malouf-Pillow Academy

Chloe Ricks-Amanda Elzy High 

Cyneiceya Wallace-Amanda Elzy High 

Kelnisha Westbrook-Greenwood High 

Panola

Carla Brown-South Panola High 

Barrett Climer-North Delta School 

Cathryn Grace Guntharp-South Panola High 

Devin Harns-North Panola High 

Neil Patel-North Delta School 

Shunderla  Wilson-North Panola High 

Quitman

Emily Grossi-Delta Academy

Desiree Orange-M. S. Palmer High 

Caleb Robinson-M. S. Palmer High 

Claiborne White-Delta Academy

Sharkey/Issaquena

Howard Johnson, Jr.-South Delta High 

Matthew H. Bridges-Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

Aygul  Brown-Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

La'Quita Minor-South Delta High 

Sunflower

Darius Edwards-Ruleville Central High 

Amery Hocutt-North Sunflower Academy

Martha Marquez-Ruleville Central High 

Colton Moon-North Sunflower Academy

Asya Moton-Gentry High 

Tyler Murry-Indianola Academy

Elizabeth "Lizzy" Pitts-Indianola Academy

Jordan Whitfield-Gentry High 

Tallahatchie

John C Brooks-Strider Academy

Laura Davis-Strider Academy

Olandrick Moore-West Tallahatchie High 

Sara Paris-Charleston High 

Maxwell "Cole" Price, II-Charleston High 

Damiqua Spright-West Tallahatchie High 

Tate

James Brandon Beavers-Senatobia High 

Raquel Becton-Coldwater High 

Hailey  Butts-Magnolia Heights School

Tony Jones, Jr.-Coldwater High 

Charlie Kemp-Strayhorn High 

Melody Lyon-Independence High 

Paige  McClure-Senatobia High 

Martin "Blake" Pugh-Independence High 

Rachel Suits-Strayhorn High 

Taylor Young-Magnolia Heights School

Tunica

Jeremiah Berry-Rosa Fort High 

Antonio Calvert, II-Rosa Fort High 

Clara Cupples-Tunica Academy

Hayley Holmes-Tunica Academy

Warren

Anne Elizabeth Buys-Porter’s Chapel Academy

Michael Foley-St Aloysius High School

Lara Lamanilao-St Aloysius High School

Alexis Murrell-Warren Central High 

Rachel Rogers-Porter’s Chapel Academy

Austin Tello-Warren Central High 

Isla Thomas-Vicksburg High 

Ada M. White-Vicksburg High 

Washington

Amira Abbas-Washington School

Tia T. Brown-Greenville Christian School

Lauren Gales-Greenville Weston High

Reya  Hayek-St Joseph High School

Blade C Hodges-Riverside High 

Robert Lee Hurt, III-Leland High 

Cathryn Lynn Kilgore-Riverside High 

Vernon Kyler Lee-Greenville Weston High

Caroline Mansour-St Joseph High School

Scott Miller, Jr.-O’Bannon High 

Casey Park-Washington School

Courtney Lee Powers-Greenville Christian School

Aubrey Smyly-Deer Creek School

Maggie Turner-Simmons Jr/Sr High 

Breneesha Washington-O’Bannon High 

Davida White-Leland High 

Terrence Wilson-Simmons Jr/Sr High 

Kenneth Austin Winter-Deer Creek School

Yazoo

Brianna Dent-Yazoo County High 

Norman Lewis-Yazoo County High 

Kent Manor-Benton Academy

DeMarcus McGee-Yazoo City High 

Mary Morgan Mohamed-Manchester Academy

William Peaster-Manchester Academy

Rusch Ragland-Benton Academy

Tybreisha Trotter-Yazoo City High 
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Gibb Steele
President
Greenville

michael aguzzi
Vice-President

Cleveland

richy Bibb, iii
Vice-President

Tunica

thomas edwards
Vice-President

Ruleville

Paul Hollis
Vice-President

Anguilla

irene long
Vice-President

Indianola

Charles mcClintock
Vice-President

Holly Bluff

John Pittman
treasurer

Greenwood

Walton Gresham
President
Indianola

John Bush
Vice-President

Schlater

Glenn donald
Vice-President

Moorhead

Stephanie Patton
Vice-President

Leland

darrington Seward
Vice-President

Louise

Charles Walker
Vice-President

Marks

david Wansley
Vice-President

Valley Park

John Pittman
treasurer

Greenwood

Officers
2014-2015

Officers
Bolivar

Lerandel Allen-Shaw High 

Molly Bassie-Bayou Academy

Beth Baugh-Cleveland High 

Quenita Drummer-West Bolivar High 

Shakedria Dye-John F Kennedy High 

Brittany Earls-Bayou Academy

Billy Joe  Hall, II-Broad Street High 

Keyana  King-Ray Brooks 

Mary Clay Kline-Cleveland High 

Jarvis Malone-John F Kennedy High 

Martavius Miller-West Bolivar High 

Charliesa Orange-Broad Street High 

Destiny  Thomas-Ray Brooks 

Markivyana Tucker-East Side High 

Terry Winston-East Side High 

Cadesiah Woods-Shaw High 

Carroll

Brianna Lee Corley-Carroll Academy

Laura Ellett-J.Z. George High 

Raven Meeks-J.Z. George High 

Ryan Wiltshire-Carroll Academy

Coahoma

Jakeria Bailey-Coahoma County High 

Ashley  Craig-Coahoma Co. Agricultural High 

Khadijah Fisher-Clarksdale High 

LaTerrance Henderson-Coahoma Co. Agricultural High

Sara Catherine Hood-Lee Academy

Melissa Camille Rybolt-Lee Academy

Shila Smith-Clarksdale High 

Jastini Thomas-Coahoma County High 

Desoto

Madison  Bryant-Hernando High 

Sarah Catherine Case-Lewisburg High 

Hudson Chenault-Northpoint Christian School

Anna-Alicia Estes-Lewisburg High 

Desmond Ferrell-Southaven High 

Jacob S. Fine-Center Hill High 

Lori Ann Jarman-Hernando High 

Anna Jenkins-Desoto Central High 

Maris Martin-Desoto Central High 

Collin Moore-Lake Cormorant High 

William Nowell-Northpoint Christian School

Jocelyn Olguin-Horn Lake High

Aaron Priester-Olive Branch High 

Mariana Santana Ponce-Horn Lake High

Alexis Schwartz-Southaven High

Crystal Sizemore-Lake Cormorant High 

Gabriella L  Stafford-Desoto County Academy

Jade Steele-Desoto County Academy

Jasmine Steen-Olive Branch High 

Brock Tschume-Center Hill High 

Holmes

Gerrica Adams-J. J. McClain High 

Taylor  Adcock-Central Holmes Christian School

Alesha Caesar-S. V. Marshall High 

Shamekia Dotson-J. J. McClain High 

Freronica Frizell-Durant High 

Bobby  Henry-S. V. Marshall High 

Lindsey Horton-Williams Sullivan High 

Ilexis Lindsey-Durant High 

Shameshia  Martin-Williams Sullivan High 

Terrell Wynne-Central Holmes Christian School

Humphreys

Laura Brantley Childress-Humphreys Academy

Symone Daniels-Humphreys Co. High 

Sharika Hodges-Humphreys Co. High 

Rachel Lloyd-Humphreys Academy

Leflore

Ali Evans-Pillow Academy

Zakaria Gary-Greenwood High 

Alyncea Hawkins-Leflore County High 

Kamberlin King-Leflore County High 

Shelby Malouf-Pillow Academy

Chloe Ricks-Amanda Elzy High 

Cyneiceya Wallace-Amanda Elzy High 

Kelnisha Westbrook-Greenwood High 

Panola

Carla Brown-South Panola High 

Barrett Climer-North Delta School 

Cathryn Grace Guntharp-South Panola High 

Devin Harns-North Panola High 

Neil Patel-North Delta School 

Shunderla  Wilson-North Panola High 

Quitman

Emily Grossi-Delta Academy

Desiree Orange-M. S. Palmer High 

Caleb Robinson-M. S. Palmer High 

Claiborne White-Delta Academy

Sharkey/Issaquena

Howard Johnson, Jr.-South Delta High 

Matthew H. Bridges-Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

Aygul  Brown-Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

La'Quita Minor-South Delta High 

Sunflower

Darius Edwards-Ruleville Central High 

Amery Hocutt-North Sunflower Academy

Martha Marquez-Ruleville Central High 

Colton Moon-North Sunflower Academy

Asya Moton-Gentry High 

Tyler Murry-Indianola Academy

Elizabeth "Lizzy" Pitts-Indianola Academy

Jordan Whitfield-Gentry High 

Tallahatchie

John C Brooks-Strider Academy

Laura Davis-Strider Academy

Olandrick Moore-West Tallahatchie High 

Sara Paris-Charleston High 

Maxwell "Cole" Price, II-Charleston High 

Damiqua Spright-West Tallahatchie High 

Tate

James Brandon Beavers-Senatobia High 

Raquel Becton-Coldwater High 

Hailey  Butts-Magnolia Heights School

Tony Jones, Jr.-Coldwater High 

Charlie Kemp-Strayhorn High 

Melody Lyon-Independence High 

Paige  McClure-Senatobia High 

Martin "Blake" Pugh-Independence High 

Rachel Suits-Strayhorn High 

Taylor Young-Magnolia Heights School

Tunica

Jeremiah Berry-Rosa Fort High 

Antonio Calvert, II-Rosa Fort High 

Clara Cupples-Tunica Academy

Hayley Holmes-Tunica Academy

Warren

Anne Elizabeth Buys-Porter’s Chapel Academy

Michael Foley-St Aloysius High School

Lara Lamanilao-St Aloysius High School

Alexis Murrell-Warren Central High 

Rachel Rogers-Porter’s Chapel Academy

Austin Tello-Warren Central High 

Isla Thomas-Vicksburg High 

Ada M. White-Vicksburg High 

Washington

Amira Abbas-Washington School

Tia T. Brown-Greenville Christian School

Lauren Gales-Greenville Weston High

Reya  Hayek-St Joseph High School

Blade C Hodges-Riverside High 

Robert Lee Hurt, III-Leland High 

Cathryn Lynn Kilgore-Riverside High 

Vernon Kyler Lee-Greenville Weston High

Caroline Mansour-St Joseph High School

Scott Miller, Jr.-O’Bannon High 

Casey Park-Washington School

Courtney Lee Powers-Greenville Christian School

Aubrey Smyly-Deer Creek School

Maggie Turner-Simmons Jr/Sr High 

Breneesha Washington-O’Bannon High 

Davida White-Leland High 

Terrence Wilson-Simmons Jr/Sr High 

Kenneth Austin Winter-Deer Creek School

Yazoo

Brianna Dent-Yazoo County High 

Norman Lewis-Yazoo County High 

Kent Manor-Benton Academy

DeMarcus McGee-Yazoo City High 

Mary Morgan Mohamed-Manchester Academy

William Peaster-Manchester Academy

Rusch Ragland-Benton Academy

Tybreisha Trotter-Yazoo City High 

2013-2014
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  Delta Council 
Achievement Awards

Outstanding
Cotton Ginner:

alan Byrd
mill Creek Gin

Clarksdale

Outstanding
Conservation

Farmer:
Buddy allen

a & J Planting Co.
Tunica

Outstanding Soybean
Producer:

Hunter moorhead, Sr.
tri-delta Farms, inc.

Leland

Outstanding rice
Producer:

marvin Cochran
ravin Planting Co.

Avon

delta membership
Chairman of 2014:

Paul Hollis
Hollis Farms
Rolling Fork
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  Delta Council 
Achievement Awards

Outstanding Contributions to
research:

elmer Burchfield
delta research & extension Center

Stoneville

v 7

Outstanding Contributions
to Hardwood Forestry:

dr. Paul Hamel
u.S. Forest Service, Southern

Hardwoods laboratory
Stoneville 

Outstanding Contributions to
aquaculture:

Senator thad Cochran 
united States Senator (mS)

2014 Good middling recipient
Candy Davis

Shaw
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Sanders, established in 1953 and acquired in 2012 by Pin-
nacle Agriculture Holdings, LLC, is a major part of Pinnacle’s
best-in-class agricultural retail distribution business.   The
Sanders brand is one of the largest agricultural input supply
and distribution businesses in the United States and, along
with Pinnacle’s other brands, serves growers across 18 states.
Sanders is multifaceted in its operations, which include seed
production and sales, agricultural chemical distribution, bulk
handling of fertilizer, precision agriculture services and general
merchandise for the farming, livestock and wildlife industries.  

Mississippi Land Bank and Southern Ag Credit provide long term
and short term financing solutions for land, operation capital, equip-
ment and farm equity. From a few acres to a few thousand acres,
these Farm Credit Association lenders have been working with grow-
ers and rural land owners in Mississippi for over 95 years. They offer
flexible loan programs, knowledge of the territory, expertise in land val-
ues and agricultural operation needs. As cooperatives, the borrowers
are the owners of these banks and, as such, share in the profits
through a patronage refund at the end of each successful year. Mis-
sissippi Land Bank has ten locations across north Mississippi. South-
ern Ag Credit also has eleven offices located throughout south Mis-
sissippi and North Louisiana. Both of these financial institutions are
proud to support Delta Council and welcome the opportunity to dis-
cuss a financing solution designed to help you grow. 

Visit them online at www.MississippiLandBanks.com.

A SPECIAL THANKS TO :
Boy Scout Troop 200 (Greenwood)

C.P. House Gas Company
Cleveland Volunteer Fire Department

Delta Area Association for Improvement of Schools
Delta Health Alliance

Delta Oil Mill
Delta Research & Extension Center - MSU and USDA-ARS

Delta Oil Mill
Delta State University Staff

Delta Wildlife and Delta F.A.R.M.
Heartland Catfish

Mississippi Army National Guard
Mississippi Highway Patrol

Nehi Bottling

Annual 
Meeting

Sponsors

For over 100 years, BankPlus has served
the people and businesses of Mississippi.
BankPlus has over 60 banking offices in 33
Mississippi communities. As a bank that
started in the Delta and maintains strong
community values, BankPlus is proud to
sponsor Delta Council.

BankPlus offers cutting-edge services
and products coupled with the best in cus-
tomer service and customer care. For ad-
ditional information on BankPlus, please
visit www.BankPlus.net.
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“Voices of Mississippi Agriculture” represent the farmer-funded research and market development efforts of the five major com-
modities produced in the Mississippi Delta — catfish, corn, cotton, rice and soybeans. Combined, these industries account for the eco-
nomic chassis that the economy of the region rides upon, producing over 31,000 jobs and accounting for more than $580 million in
local, state, and federal tax revenues to support basic services, from school teachers to garbage pick-up. These farmer funded pro-
grams work to invest in the future of agriculture, so that the ag part of our Delta Gross Domestic Product (GDP) continues to gener-
ate a positive cash flow on the farm and provide a major contribution to the State’s economy.

Bill Battle,Tunica
Larry Brown, Indianola

Brian Crawford, Carrollton
Andy Jones, Moorhead

Shorty Jones, Glen Allan
Mark Koehn, Macon

Joe Oglesby, Indianola
Ben Pentecost, Doddsville
Ed Pentecost, Cleveland
Louie Thompson, Tchula
Chris McGlawn, Swiftown

Buddy Allen, Tunica
Coley Bailey, Grenada

Kendall Garraway, Bolton
Bernard A. “Bernie” Jordan, Jr., Yazoo City

Norman D. “Davis” Owen, Robinsonville
Lawrence Long, Indianola

Rob Coker, Yazoo City
Phillip Good, Macon

Jan Hill, Meridian
Larry Killebrew, Lexington
Bobby Mashburn, Bolton

Turner Massey, Rich
Mike Pannell, New Albany

Charlie Pilkinton, Columbus
Pepper Roberts, Belzoni
Ben Robertson, Indianola

Walker Sturdivant, Glendora
Todd Williams, Olive Branch

Morgan Beckham, Leland
Tim Clements, Greenville

Paul Dees, Leland
Jan DeRegt, Hollandale 

Wayne Dulaney, Clarksdale
Mike Guedon, Natchez
Keith Morton, Falkner

C.D. “Bubba” Simmons, Hollandale
Jerry Slocum, Coldwater
Jimmy Sneed, Hernando

Billy Tabb, Cleveland
David Wansley, Valley Park

Ronald Aguzzi, Cleveland
James Allison, Sarah

Curtis Berry, Robinsonville
Nolen Canon, Tunica

Gip Carter, Rolling Fork
Marvin Cochran, Avon

Gary Fioranelli, Cleveland
Donald Gant, Merigold

Tom Hollingsworth, Hollandale
Randy Howarth, Cleveland
Doug Simmons, Hollandale

Gibb Steele, Hollandale

Annual 
Meeting

Sponsors
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Bolivar
Ronnie Aguzzi, Cleveland
Larry Davis, Shaw

Carroll
Calvin Bowlin, Carrollton
Richard Macy, Greenwood

Coahoma
Alan Byrd, Lyon
John B. McKee III, Friars Point

deSoto
Jim Sayle, Lake Cormorant
Duane Steadham, Nesbit

Holmes
Will Jones, Tchula
Milton Parrish, Lexington

Humphreys
Bill Allen, Belzoni
Jeremy Jack, Belzoni

issaquena
George Mahalitc, Rolling Fork
Clifton Porter, Fitler

leflore
Pierce Brown, Schlater
Wayne Bush, Schlater

Panola
David Hays, Sardis
Sledge Taylor III, Como

Quitman
Bill Walker, Marks
Butch Scipper, Marks

Sharkey
Andy Anderson, Rolling Fork
Paul Hollis, Anguilla

Sunflower
Lawrence Long, Indianola
Ben Pentecost, Doddsville

tallahtachie
Brad Hausner, Sumner
Mike Wagner, Sumner

tate
Marty Allison, Sarah
James Allison, Sarah

tunica
Buddy Allen, Tunica
Patrick Johnson, Jr., Tunica

Warren
Stanley Kline, Vicksburg
Tommy Shelton, Vicksburg

Washington
Carter Murrell, Avon
Bubba Simmons III, Arcola

yazoo
Rob Coker, Yazoo City
Chat Phillips, Yazoo City

Batesville
Danny Holland

Belzoni
Hue Townsend, Jr.

Charleston
Bradley Brown

Clarksdale
Tripp Hayes
Pete Hunter

Cleveland
Scott Coopwood
Randy Howarth

drew
Tucker Miller III

Greenville
Dave Clarke

W.C. Callaway, Jr.

Greenwood
Meredith B. Allen

Wade Litton

Hernando
W.E. “Sluggo” Davis

Hollandale
Buck Clarke

indianola
John Rodgers Brashier

Tom Gresham

leland
Fred Ballard

ruleville
Hugh Arant, Jr.

Senatobia
Craig Shideler

Vicksburg
Tom Kendall

Russell E. Hawkins

yazoo City
Bernie A. Jordan, Jr.
John Murry Greenlee

delta COunCil

Counties

Cities

Board of Directors for 2014-2015

Senior directors

C.H. “Neil” Block, Tunica

Laurance  Carter, Rolling Fork

Robert “Bob” Coker, Yazoo City

R.T. Hardeman, Greenwood

Hank  Hodges, Greenwood

John Leigh Hyland III, Vicksburg

Ed Kossman, Cleveland

Al Rankins, Greenville

Merlin Richardson, Anguilla

Past Presidents

Dan Branton, Leland

Bruce Brumfield, Inverness

Bobby Carson, Jr., Marks

James R. Carter, Rolling Fork

John T. Dillard, Leland

Bowen Flowers, Clarksdale

Dick Flowers, Tunica

Tom Gary, Jr., Greenwood

Ralph Hand, Jr., Glendora

Miller P. Holmes, Sr., Jackson

Kenneth Hood, Gunnison

E.M. “Son” Hood, Jr., Tunica

William H. Houston III, Tunica

John Sharp Howie, Yazoo City

Seymour Johnson, Indianola

Bryan Jones III, Yazoo City

Bill Kennedy, Inverness

Ben Lamensdorf, Cary

Bill Litton, Greenwood

Harley Metcalfe III, Greenville

Frank Mitchener, Jr., Sumner

Ken Murphree, Tunica

Griffin Norquist, Jr., Yazoo City

Cass Pennington, Indianola

William A. Percy II, Greenville

John Phillips, Yazoo City

Curt Presley, Clarksdale

Tom Robertson, Jr., Indianola

Travis Satterfield, Benoit

Gibb Steele, Greenville

Mike Sturdivant, Jr., Glendora

Harry Vickery, Jackson

Kent Wyatt, Cleveland

directors at large

Richy Bibb III, Tunica

Nolen Canon, Tunica

Paul Dees, Leland

Woods Eastland, Indianola

Cliff Heaton, Lyon

B. Jones IV, Yazoo City

George King, Chatham

Mike Lamensdorf, Cary

Powell Litton, Clarksdale

Irene Long, Indianola

Charles McClintock, Holly Bluff

Jim Robertson, Jr., Indianola

Mike Sanders, Cleveland

Michael Sanders, Jr., Cleveland

Harry Simmons, Jr., Yazoo City

Huey Townsend, Belzoi
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Board of Directors for 2014-2015

Joe Aguzzi 

Hugh Arant, Jr.

Cindy Baird 

Bo Ballard 

Anderson Barham 

John Barnard 

Hall Barret III

Hamp Bass IV

Rusty Bennett 

Leon Bramlett, Jr.

Dan Branton 

Rodgers Brashier 

Jimmy Bruton 

W.C. Callaway, Jr.

Clark Carter 

Laurance Carter 

Bob Cato 

Roger Chappell 

Will Choate 

Jimmy Clayton 

Brad Cobb 

Robert Coker, Sr.

Steve Cooke 

Scott Coopwood 

Theo Costas 

Mark Crumpton, IV

John Daniels, III

John Dean, Jr.

Paul Dees 

Jamie Dent 

Randy Dismuke 

J.D. Dulaney 

Wayne Dulaney 

Kirk Erickson 

Bowen Flowers 

Harry Flowers 

Mark Fratesi 

Keith Fulcher 

Bob Graves 

Tom Gresham 

Jerrol Hamilton 

Ralph Hand, Jr.

Jack Harris 

Cliff Heaton 

David Holt 

E.M. Hood, Jr.

Billy George Janous 

Clint Johnson 

James Johnston 

Bryan Jones III

Bernie Jordan, Jr.

Tim Kalich 

Bill Kennedy 

Matt Killebrew 

Keith King 

Bill LaForge 

Leslie Lampton 

Johnny Laney, Jr.

Jeffrey Levingston 

Bill Litton 

Wade Litton 

Will Long 

Colonel Bradley MacNealy 

Chris Marley 

Charles McClintock 

Matt McGregor 

Margaret McKee 

Bill McPherson 

Campbell Melton 

Harley Metcalfe III

Kenneth Middleton 

Tucker Miller III

Rex Morgan 

Lynne Moses 

Ken Murphree 

Kevin Murrell 

Rivers Myres 

Steve Nail 

Rives Neblett 

Roy Nichols 

C. Penn Owen, Jr.

Mr. Henry Paris 

Mr. William Percy II

John Phillips 

John Doty Porter 

Bob Reed 

Ben Robertson 

James Robertson III

Ronnie Robertson 

Xan Robertson 

Doug Russell 

Kirk Satterfield 

Robert Sayle, Jr.

Dan Shannon 

Doe Signa 

Douglas Simmons, Jr.

Emery Skelton 

Gibb Steele 

John Stewart 

Mike Sturdivant, Jr.

G. Paul Tedford 

Huey Townsend 

Robert Turner 

Ben Walker, III

Martin Walker 

Nott Wheeler, Jr.

Phillip Williams 

Jimmy Wilson, Sr.

Fred Zepponi, Jr.

For those that do a little extra…
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Delta Council Past Presidents
W. M. Kethley,* Cleveland (1935-37)

W.T. Wynn,* Greenville (1937-38)

John Pettey,* Greenwood (1938-39)

Ellis T. Woolfolk,* Tunica (1939-40)

James Hand, Jr.,* Rolling Fork (1940-41)

Hugh L. Gary,* Greenwood (1941-42)

Walter Sillers,* Rosedale (1942-43)

Alexander Fitz-Hugh,* Vicksburg (1943-44)

W.K. Anderson,* Clarksdale (1944-45)

Jere B. Nash,* Greenville (1945-46)

Irby Turner,* Belzoni (1946-47)

Ellis T. Woolfolk, Jr.,* Tunica (1947-48)

W.T. McKinney,* Anguilla (1948-49)

W.M. Garrard, Jr.,* Indianola (1949-50)

Sam H. Coker,* Yazoo City (1950-51)

Maury Knowlton,* Perthshire (1951-52)

J.R. Flautt,* Swan Lake (1952-53)

C.R. Sayre,* Scott (1953-54)

William A. Crabill,* Marks (1954-55)

Luther W. Wade,* Greenwood (1955-56)

LeRoy P. Percy,* Greenville (1956-57)

G.C. Cortright,* Rolling Fork (1957-58)

R.P. Parish,* Greenwood (1958-59)

Miller P. Holmes, Yazoo City (1959-60)

Sidney Levingston,* Ruleville (1960-61)

O.C. Carr, Jr.,* Clarksdale (1961-62)

Aven Whittington*, Greenwood (1962-63)

F.H. Nance*, Cleveland (1963-64)

George K. Wade*, Greenwood (1964-65)

Frank T. Brumfield,* Inverness (1965-66)

Monty Payne,* Winterville (1966-67)

  E.M. Hood, Jr., Tunica (1967-68)

James Hand III,* Rolling Fork (1968-69)

Morris Lewis, Jr.*, Indianola (1969-70)

Harris S. Swayze*, Benton (1970-71)

Robert A. Carson,* Marks (1971-72)

J. Tol Thomas III,* Cruger (1972-73)

Frank M. Mitchener, Jr., Sumner (1973-74)

Henry C. Self,* Marks (1974-75)

Carter Stovall,* Stovall (1975-76)

W.P. Brown, Jr.,*Schlater (1976-77)

Robroy Fisher,* Glen Allan (1977-78)

Seymour Johnson, Indianola (1978-79)

Jimmie Dick Carter, Rolling Fork (1979-80)

William H. Houston III, Tunica (1980-81)

Bruce J. Brumfield, Inverness (1981-82)

W.A. Percy II, Greenville (1982-83)

R.B. Flowers, Tunica (1983-84)

B.A. Jordan,* Yazoo City (1984-85)

W.T. Robertson,* Holly Ridge (1985-86)

Charles W. Capps, Jr.,* Cleveland (1986-87)

John T. Dillard, Leland (1987-88)

John Sharp Howie, Yazoo City (1988-89)

Ralph Hand, Jr., Glendora (1989-90)

Harry Vickery, Greenville (1990-91)

Bill Gresham,* Indianola (1991-92)

T.S. Shuler,* Greenwood (1992-93)

John McPherson,* Indianola (1993-94)

Mike Sturdivant, Jr., Itta Bena (1994-95)

Bobby Carson, Marks (1995-96)

Harley Metcalfe, Greenville (1996-97)

Griffin Norquist, Jr., Yazoo City (1997-98)

Tom Robertson, Indianola (1998-99)

Curt Presley, Clarksdale (1999-2000)

Kenneth Hood, Gunnison (2000-2001)

Ben Lamensdorf, Cary (2001-2002)

Bryan Jones, Yazoo City (2002-2003)

Dan Branton, Leland (2003-2004)

Ken Murphree, Tunica (2004-05)

Kent Wyatt, Cleveland (2005-06)

Tom Gary, Jr., Greenwood (2006-07)

Bill Kennedy, Inverness (2007-08)

John Phillips, Yazoo City (2008-09)

Travis Satterfield, Benoit (2009-10)

Cass Pennington, Indianola (2010-2011)

Bowen Flowers, Clarksdale (2011-2012)

Bill Litton, Greenwood (2012-2013)

Gibb Steele, Greenwood (2013-2014)

* Deceased
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Advisory Research:
• Delta Research and Extension 

Priorities
• Support for Public Sector 

Science and Education in 
Agriculture

• Mississippi Boll Weevil Program
• Transgenic and Conventional

Plant Varieties
• Cotton Research and Market

Development: Non-Wovens

Aquaculture:
• Catfish

Farm Policy:
• Crop Insurance 
• Copper Theft
• Farm Policy

Forestry and Wildlife
Resources:
• Desired Forest Conditions 

• Feral Hogs
• Hardwoods Research

Ginning and Cotton Quality
Improvement:
• USDA Cotton Ginning
Laboratory – Stoneville

Rice and Small Grains:
• Rice
• Mississippi Rice Check-Off

Soybean, Wheat 
and Feed Grains:
• Soybeans
• Corn

Development Department:
• Delta Regional Authority
• Workforce 
• Delta Heritage Area
•GRAMMY® Museum
• Mississippi Delta Developers

Association
• Improved Broadband and

Wireless Opportunities for the
Delta

• Historic Tax Credit

Education and Health Policy:
• Higher Education Funding
• Early Learning
• Adult Literacy
• Health Care: Access, Education  

and Research

Highway Improvement and
Transportation:
• Highway Development 
• Expanded Four-Lane Highway 

System (Vision 21)
• Corridor 18 (I-69)
• Future Needs:  The Next  

Mississippi Road Program
• Delta Rail Service
• Regional Air Service

Flood Control:
• Drainage Districts
• Carter-Rocky Bayou Levees
• Flood Control
• Flood Control Reservoirs
• Hillside Watersheds
• South Delta Flooding

• Upper Yazoo Project
• Mississippi River Levee
Enlargement
• South Delta Environmental
Education Center

Soil and Water Resources:
• NRCS Programs:  Water
Supply/Water Quality Initiatives
• Water Balance
• Soil and Water Resources
• USDA Conservation Programs
and Local Tax Base
• Conservation Programs–USDA-
Wetlands Reserve Program
Enrollment Caps
• Agricultural Chemical Water
Study

For full versions of

delta Council policies, 

please visit 

www.deltacouncil.org

Committee Chairmen & Vice Chairmen
Bubba Simmons
Rob Coker
Will Long
Jonathan Mills
Bill Battle
Austin Jones
Irene Long
Diedre Barret
Jamie Murrell
Tom Gresham
Al Rankins
Cass Pennington
Willie Bailey
John Hilpert
Bill Litton
Bowen Flowers
Travis Satterfield
John Phillips
Dan Branton
Cliff Heaton
John Phillips
Bob Eley
Mike Sturdivant, Jr.
Mike Mikell
Jim Luckett
Alan Byrd
Sledge Taylor
Haywood Wilson
Walton Gresham
Tripp Hayes
Butch Scipper
Travis Satterfield
Hugh Arant
Kirk Satterfield
George King
Bill Kennedy
Clint Dunn
Patrick Johnson
Rob Coker
Jerry Slocum
Steve Nail

Advisory Research
Advisory Research
Advisory Research
Aquaculture
Aquaculture
Aquaculture
Arrangements 
Arrangements 
Arrangements 
Development Department
Development Department
Education and Health Policy
Education and Health Policy
Education and Health Policy
Executive Committee
Farm Policy
Farm Policy
Farm Policy
Farm Policy
Farm Policy
Flood Control
Flood Control
Flood Control
Forestry & Wildlife Resources
Forestry & Wildlife Resources
Ginning
Ginning
Ginning
Highway & Transportation Infrastructure
Highway & Transportation Infrastructure
Highway & Transportation Infrastructure
Rice & Small Grains
Rice & Small Grains
Rice & Small Grains
Soil and Water Resources
Soil and Water Resources
Soil and Water Resources
Soil and Water Resources
Soybean, Corn, and Small Grains 
Soybean, Corn, and Small Grains 
Soybean, Corn, and Small Grains 

Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Chairman Emeritus
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman
Chairman
Vice Chairman
Vice Chairman

Arcola
Yazoo City
Indianola
Greenwood
Tunica
Moorhead
Indianola
Belzoni
Arcola
Indianola
Greenville
Indianola
Greenville
Cleveland
Greenwood
Clarksdale
Benoit
Holly Bluff
Leland
Lyon
Holly Bluff
Cleveland
Itta Bena
Port Gibson
Dublin
Clarksdale
Como
Charleston
Indianola
Clarksdale
Marks
Benoit
Ruleville
Benoit
Chatham
Inverness
Itta Bena
Tunica
Yazoo City
Coldwater
Greenville

2013-2014

RESOLUTIONS
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Delta Council, and their partners Delta F.A.R.M., and Delta Wildlife, understand

that economic vitality for their constituencies is closely tied to the environmental

health of land and water. But it’s not just our neighbors in the Delta that derive ben-

efit from the Council’s work. Folks along the Gulf of Mexico are also directly sup-

ported by the Council’s forward-thinking policies and practices. And just like people

in the Delta, many folks on the coast also directly rely on the health of the ecosys-

tem for their own livelihood. It may seem like a long way, but good things neighbors

do in Belzoni can help neighbors in Biloxi. And what’s more American, more Mis-

sissippi, than neighbors helping neighbors? The EPA Gulf of Mexico Program is

proud to call Delta Council friend, partner, and yes, neighbor.  Thanks Delta Coun-

cil for all you do for all of us.  

- Ben Scaggs, Director
EPA Gulf of Mexico Program

“

14v

”

My first working relationship with Delta Council dates back to the 1985 Farm Bill in which Senator

Thad Cochran of Mississippi and Senator David Pryor of Arkansas teamed up to introduce an innovative

new commodity program concept known as the Marketing Loan Program for rice and cotton.  Delta Coun-

cil played a critical role in the Marketing Loan Program becoming a part of the 1985 Farm Bill.  The Mar-

keting Loan program was a huge success for the U.S. rice industry at that time and quickly became the

envy of the entire grain industry.  Since then our cooperative and its farmer-members have enjoyed a very

close working relationship with Delta Council regarding farm legislation and agricultural policies affecting

Mississippi rice farmers. Delta Council has a great history of protecting and fighting for the best interest

of Southern agriculture.  I believe our close working relationship with Delta Council over the years has re-

sulted in farm legislation that has helped rice farmers in the Mississippi Delta to survive and thrive during

some very challenging times.  Producers Rice Mill and our farmer-members are proud of our association

with Delta Council and consider Delta Council to be an integral part of our future success in the Missis-

sippi Delta.  

-Keith Glover, CEO
Producers Rice Mill, Inc.

Greenville, MS

”

“
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Delta Council and the Mississippi State University Extension Service have a very unique bond that has resulted

in sharing similar missions to improve the quality of life in Mississippi and the Delta region.  We have worked together

since the beginning to improve agriculture production, agribusiness, forestry, wildlife, industry, health, rural com-

munity development and family well-being.  When Delta leaders gathered together at the original meeting in 1935

forging the concept to form a Delta organization to represent its interests and solve problems, J. R. Ricks, Director

of Extension at Mississippi State was a part of this group.  I am very proud that these great Delta leaders recognized

the importance of building this relationship with Extension at the beginning, which still exists today.  It is a bond that

has not been broken, but one that has both grown and strengthened.  More importantly, the Mississippi State Uni-

versity Extension Service is depended upon Delta Council's advisory role and goals and objectives for progress to

serve as a guiding light for the development and implementation of our educational programs.

Delta Council and the Mississippi State University Extension Service have worked collaboratively since 1935 to

improve the quality of life for the people in the Delta.  Perhaps the most significant impact has been Delta Council's

support of the work of the Delta Research and Extension Center and the County Extension Offices in the region over

the years. Delta Council has kept the Mississippi State focused on the real problems and issues surrounding agri-

culture production and business, rural community development and other areas.  They have also supported the fi-

nancial needs of our Research and Extension programs through various efforts. In return, Mississippi State has been

able to effectively conduct research and deliver Extension programs to the Delta people that have made a huge im-

pact of the region over time.  For example, the average cotton yield in 1935 was 220 lbs per acre.  Today, it is 1,203

lbs per acre.  Extension played a significant role in the development and dissemination of the latest and most inno-

vative production methods and techniques to improve this type of yield. Together, we have found ways to provide a

higher quality of food, fiber, and community life for the growing demand, which required ingenuity and innovation.

As we enter our second century, we face new challenges and problems, but the need for Delta Council and Exten-

sion's partnership is greater than ever. 

- Gary B. Jackson, Ph.D.
Director, MSU Extension Service

”

v 15

“
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The ability of the Mississippi Office of the USDA Natural Re-

sources Conservation Service to address natural resource con-

cerns in the Delta has been significantly strengthened through its

partnership with Delta Council, Delta F.A.R.M. and Delta Wildlife.

Delta Council has served as an advocate for conservation policies

that benefit both the people and natural resources of Mississippi

while Delta F.A.R.M. and Delta Wildlife has helped the USDA NRCS

implement conservation programs and document their benefits.

With the help of Delta Council, Delta F.A.R.M., and Delta Wildlife,

we are putting more conservation on the ground in the Delta than

ever before.

- Kurt Readus
State Conservationist, Mississippi

USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service

The Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality has the responsibility to manage the State’s natural resources in a sustainable

manner.  In the Delta, MDEQ is focused on working with Delta partners to ensure that surface water and ground water of sufficient

quantity and quality are available to meet the environmental and economic needs.  MDEQ has found that Delta Council and Delta

F.A.R.M. share a similar interest in sustainability as they also recognize the economic importance of many of these natural resources to

the people of the region in which they serve. Delta Council and Delta F.A.R.M. are progressive advocates for the wise management of

the water resources on which the region depends and have always been willing to work with the Mississippi Department of Environmental

Quality to find reasonable solutions to natural resource concerns.

- Kay Whittington, Director
Office of Land and Water Resources

Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality

”

“

”

”

“
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The Catfish Institute and Catfish Farmers of America main-

tain a longstanding, positive relationship with Delta Council.

Throughout the years, our organizations have worked hand-in-

hand for the benefit of the entire U.S. Farm-Raised Catfish in-

dustry.

Jobs and job creation are of paramount importance to the

region, and Mississippi's catfish farmers, catfish feed mills, cat-

fish processors and related industries provide thousands of op-

portunities for stable and meaningful employment in the delta.

Thanks to our industry's partnership with Delta Council, we are

able to combine our organizations' strengths to better face the

challenges ahead, and to capitalize upon the opportunities pre-

sented each day. 

- Roger Barlow, President
Catfish farmers of America

Delta Council has been a friend, supporter, stakeholder, and cus-

tomer of USDA-ARS for many years.  During my 38 year career with

ARS, I have had the privilege of working closely with a number of

stakeholders, commodity groups, and numerous other organizations.

I have never worked with any organization that is more committed

and supportive of the USDA-ARS mission than the Delta Council.

Over the years, their members have participated in stakeholders

meetings with the ARS Office of National Programs to assist in de-

termining research priorities for ARS.  Delta Council members have

always made themselves available to serve on various panels and

committees within ARS when called upon to serve.  In addition to

having a close working relationship with the ARS Mid South Area Of-

fice, the Delta Council has always had a close working relationship

with the ARS Administrator’s Office.  We value their friendship and

support. 

-Archie Tucker
Assistant Area Director, Mid South Area

USDA – ARS

”

“

“
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Since beginning my career at the Chamber/Industrial Foundation in 1990, I

have found that our membership and association with Delta Council's Develop-

ment Department  has been very beneficial in many respects.  Delta Council,

through the Delta Developers  Association, organizes trade shows, consultant

events, informational meetings with the Mississippi Development Authority and

many other activities that benefits the economic development efforts of all cities

and counties within the Delta and part Delta counties. Their experience and knowl-

edge is vital whether we are dealing with industrial prospects, highway construc-

tion projects, industrial park development, or marketing efforts.   Their regional

influence and effectiveness is unsurpassed by no other region of Mississippi.

Thanks Delta Council, for all that you do.

-Ron Hudson, Director
Clarksdale-Coahoma Chamber and Industrial Foundation
18 v

Delta Council provides critical direction, leadership and a deep understanding

of the Delta’s historic economy that most will never understand.  The partnership

between Delta Council and MDA has never been stronger and we can’t thank them

enough for their support as we move forward in growing the Delta’s economy for

the betterment of the entire state of Mississippi.

-Jim McArthur, Deputy Director
Mississippi Development Authority

“

“

”

”
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Delta Council offers tremendous support to Missis-

sippi Public Universities, particularly Delta State Univer-

sity and Mississippi Valley State University. These

partnerships have been particularly fruitful, helping the uni-

versities fulfill their mission of helping Delta residents meet

their educational goals and help increase economic de-

velopment in the region. Working together, Delta Council,

Delta State University and Mississippi Valley State Univer-

sity will advance the region by increasing educational at-

tainment, encouraging entrepreneurship and innovation,

and providing the expertise to attract and support busi-

ness and agriculture enterprises.

-Hank Bounds, Commissioner
Institutions of Higher Learning

We appreciate the role Delta Council plays, most often in the background,

of working with our existing businesses and industries to make them eco-

nomically healthier. Their recent efforts assisting us to pass legislation aimed

at clarifying a ruling that would have adversely impacted Dollar General and

causing the loss of hundreds of jobs, the former interpretation  would have

removed some tax credits that had been promised  Dollar General when they

first located in Indianola back in 1998.  This is just one of  many  initiatives that

Delta Council has helped us address when it relates to employer retention.

Efforts to create new jobs are very important, but we must wake up every day

and think about the businesses that we already have in our communities, com-

panies that are currently  employing people, paying taxes, and creating a

higher standard of living.

Delta Council understands that, and they always respond when we seek

their assistance.

-Steve Rosenthal, Mayor
City of Indianola

“

“

”

”

Delta Council 2014 Annual Report:Layout 1  5/26/14  4:03 PM  Page 19



P.O. Box 257  |  Stonevile, mS 38776  |  (662) 686-3350
info@deltacouncil.org  |  www.deltacouncil.org
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