Resolution
Site Development

With much more financial burden being placed on local governments and economic development organizations to prepare industrial sites for development, Delta Council commends the Mississippi Development Authority in 2013 for their work to establish a Site Development matching grant program to help offset the costs.  We also appreciate the Legislature recognizing the impact of this program and doubling the size of it during the 2015 Legislative session.

Site location consultants and new and existing company officials in search to make investments are requiring that a fully developed site or building be available before determination of a favored location.  It is critical that Northwest Mississippi have as many certified sites and buildings as possibly feasible.  In this environment of more local front-end costs on developing industrial sites in an increasingly competitive market, Delta Council fully recognizes that the initial investment of local taxpayer dollars into these developments is essential to compete for new jobs, but we recognize that the chances of success without it are very slim.
Also, Delta Council Development was pleased to play a part in a process in 2015 to develop a statewide certified “Ready Sites” program with other development partners, utility interests, and the Mississippi Development Authority. While the program was not funded by the Legislature in the 2016 Session, we believe the policy objectives in that program are sound and, while there are no state matching funds for this effort during the next year, economic development officials should utilize it as a blueprint for development of certified sites. Furthermore, Delta Council is committed to working with other development partners and MDA to help reinforce the critical messaging objectives of the Ready Site program and work with legislative leaders to fund it in the 2017 Session.
Also, in regards to regional mega-site development, Delta Council is supportive of any efforts where multiple counties are willing to cooperate, and jointly fund, the development, maintenance, and marketing costs of such a development.  However, we also recognize that there are multiple other factors, besides multiple political boundaries’ participation, that drive an industrial location or expansion.  Such mega-site developments also require infrastructure, workforce availability and quality, and proximity to raw product.  Local officials, with input from the private sector and regional and state development partners, must ultimately determine the best scenario for local tax dollars to be injected into site development efforts.
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