RESOLUTION

MISSISSIPPI RIVER VALLEY FLOOD CONTROL

AND RISK MANAGEMENT

In January, 2015 President Obama signed Executive Order 13690 which established the Federal Flood Risk Management Standard (FFRMS).  The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) seeks to expand the floodplain vertically and horizontally.  This will affect millions of Americans by forcing them to purchase flood insurance and it will discourage industry and businesses from locating in the Mississippi Delta.  Delta Council urges Congress to stop FFRMS.

Traditionally, the Levee Boards review plans or activities which might endanger the levee system integrity and submit these plans to the Corps of Engineers for their evaluation and review.  Once they get a no objection letter from the Corps, the Levee Boards issue the applicant a Levee Board Permit.  Corps Headquarters has issued guidance that the Corps District Engineer shall start issuing Section 408 Permits for work on the levee rather than rely on the cooperative and proven partnership of the Corps and our own two locally-elected Levee Boards.  This guidance also said that the Corps has no authority to regulate activities off the right of way.  The Levee Board owns the levee right of way and issues permits.  If the Corps begins issuing permits for activities on the levee, this could result in the issuance of two permits for the same proposed work.  Delta Council urges Congress to intervene and stop the Corps from issuing Section 408 Permits on Levees owned and operated by Levee Boards and keep the permitting process in the hands of the levee owners while continuing to review activity adjacent to right-of-way which impacts the integrity of the levee.
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