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Five committees of Delta 
Council will meet the morning 
of Friday, November 22 at 
the Charles W. Capps, Jr. 
Entrepreneurial Center in 
Stoneville at 10 a.m., followed 
by a keynote address from 
Mississippi Governor Phil 
Bryant. 

The Farm Policy Committee and the Flood 
Control Committee will meet in Capps Room 
A beginning at 10:00 a.m. Concurrently, the 
Advisory Research Committee, Soil and 
Water Resources Committee, and Aquaculture 
Committee will meet in Capps Room B at 10:00 
a.m. Following those committee meetings, a 
General Session and lunch will convene where 
LaToshia Lewis will perform a special patriotic 
song. Lewis is a graduate of Alcorn State 
University, Arkansas State University and Delta 
State University and serves as Choir Director of 
New Morning Star Church of God in Christ. 
The General Session will be highlighted by 
featured guest Governor Phil Bryant.

“As he concludes his many years of elected 
public office, it is only fitting that Phil Bryant 
come to the Delta and Delta Council one more 
time like he has done hundreds of times over the 
past two decades plus to work with us to make 
our region better,” said Delta Council President 
Tom Gresham of Indianola. “There has not 
been a statewide public official in my lifetime 
who has demonstrated the willingness to roll up 

their sleeves and work with us 
to produce positive outcomes. 

“In every facet of our 
economy and quality of 
life - workforce training, 
early childhood education, 
agriculture, natural resources, 
industrial development, 
infrastructure, and so many 

other areas - Governor Phil Bryant has 
done the right thing in the right manner. We 
look forward to honoring him and hearing his 
thoughts on our State as he leaves office.”

Governor Bryant, a Moorhead native, was 
sworn in for his second term as Mississippi’s 
64th governor on January 12, 2016. Before 
becoming the State’s chief executive, Bryant 
was Lieutenant Governor from 2008-2011. He 
also served as state auditor and represented his 
legislative district in the Mississippi House of 
Representatives for five years.

Governor Bryant earned an associate’s 
degree in criminal justice from Hinds Community 
College and completed his bachelor’s degree 
at the University of Southern Mississippi. He 
holds a master’s degree in political science from 
Mississippi College, and before assuming his 
role as Governor, Bryant served as an adjunct 
professor of government there.

As Governor, Phil Bryant has led 
Mississippi in implementing transformational 
public education reforms, promoting economic 
development and building a competitive 

business climate that attracts major employers 
like Yokohama Tire Corporation, Amazon, and 
Continental Tire. Under Governor Bryant’s 
administration, over 36,000 jobs have been 
announced along with more than $7 billion in 
new corporate investments. He is also an avid 
outdoorsman and is a longtime member of 
the National Rifle Association’s Institute for 
Legislative Action.

Governor Bryant and his wife, First 
Lady of Mississippi Deborah Bryant, have 
two adult children, Katie Bryant Snell and 
Patrick Bryant, and are active members of St. 
Marks United Methodist Church in Brandon.

In the Farm Policy Committee and 
Flood Control Committee joint session, US-
DA-FSA, USDA-Risk Management, US 
Army Corps of Engineers, and MS Levee 
Board representatives will headline the meeting.

In the Advisory Research Committee, Soil 
and Water Resources Committee, and Aqua-
culture Committee joint session, representative 
from Mississippi State University, USDA-Ag-
riculture Research Service, MS Department of 
Environmental Quality, YMD Water Man-
agement District, US Geological Service, and 
the National Sedimentation Lab will give 
reports on timely issues and initiatives impact-
ing Delta agriculture and national resources.

The 2019 Mid-Year Board of Directors Meet-
ing is sponsored by longstanding Delta Council 
supporter, C Spire, the largest privately held wire-
less carrier in the country based in Mississippi.

Monday evening, October 21 at the South Delta High School 
auditorium in Rolling Fork, hundreds of Delta residents and 
concerned citizens attended a listening session with Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) administration and local officials 
regarding the historic Backwater Flood of 2019. 

GOVERNOR PHIL BRYANT FEATURED GUEST AT DELTA 
COUNCIL MID-YEAR SESSION 

HUNDREDS ATTEND EPA LISTENING SESSION IN ROLLING FORK

EPA continued on page 3

MID-YEAR BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING

Friday, November 22, 2019
Charles W. Capps, Jr. Entrepreneurial Center

Stoneville, MS

COMMITTEE MEETINGS
Joint Committee Meeting 
Farm Policy & Flood Control
Room A

Advisory Research, Aquaculture, 
and Soil and Water Resources
Room B

ADJOURN COMMITTEE 
MEETINGS

GENERAL BUSINESS SESSION
President’s Remarks
Action on Resolutions

LUNCH
Message from Featured Guest 
Speaker Governor Phil Bryant

ADJOURN

The Delta Council Mid-Year Board of Directors Meeting 
is sponsored by C Spire

See Meeting Agendas on page 8

10:00 A.M.

11:15 A.M.

11:30 A.M.

12:15 A.M.

1:15 A.M.

MEETING SET FOR FRIDAY, NOV. 22, IN STONEVILLE
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Groundwater wells in the Mississip-
pi River Valley Alluvial Aquifer (MRVA) 
supply water for irrigation, aquaculture, and 
wildlife habitat enhancement in the Delta. 
Since the early 1980s, water levels in the 
MRVA have declined significantly, in some 
places by almost a foot a year. Under Missis-
sippi law all water belongs to the citizens of 
the state, not to the landowner. MDEQ, the 
Environmental Quality Permit Board, and 
the Commission on Environmental Quality 
(CEQ) have the statutory responsibility and 
authority to ensure maximum sustainable 
beneficial use of the state’s waters and to 
conserve and prevent waste or unreasonable 
use of those waters. 

A permit from the Permit Board is re-

quired before any person can use the waters 
of the state, with exceptions for domestic 
use or uses of small exempted quantities. 
According to state law, the Permit Board 
may delegate authority to any joint water 
management district to receive, investigate 
and make recommendations to the board 
regarding applications for permits.  The Ya-
zoo Mississippi Delta Joint Water Manage-
ment District (YMD) is an agency created 
pursuant to the Joint Water Management 
Districts Law.  In 1994, YMD began as-
sisting MDEQ Office of Land and Water 
Resources (OLWR) by receiving, investigat-
ing, and making recommendations regard-
ing applications for permits for irrigation, 
aquaculture and wildlife habitat enhance-
ment surface water diversions and MRVA 
groundwater withdrawals from applicants 
located within the 17-county YMD service 
area.

The water use permit is a tool for ensur-
ing the conservation of water and the pre-
vention of waste. In January 2011, MDEQ, 
in consultation with YMD, decreased the 
MRVA permit duration from 10 to 5 years 
and started requiring the implementation 
of water conservation practices due to con-
cerns about MRVA water level declines. 
Later in 2011 MDEQ organized the Delta 
Sustainable Water Resources Task Force to 

get input from YMD, Delta Council, Farm 
Bureau, Delta FARM, Mississippi Soil and 
Water Conservation Commission, NRCS 
and the Corps of Engineers on the imple-
mentation of strategies and plans to ensure 
the future sustainability of water resources in 
the Delta. The Task Force identified efficient 
water use and other conservation practices 
as the highest priority to reduce pressure on 
the aquifer while other solutions that might 
help stabilize declines in MRVA water lev-
els are evaluated through data collection and 
improved modeling of the system in coor-
dination with the United States Geological 
Survey (USGS).

MRVA water use permit conditions re-
quire that by three years from the date the 
permit or the certificate of coverage under 
the general permit is issued, the permit 
holder must complete, sign, and return a 
form supplied by MDEQ verifying that the 
water conservation practices required by the 
permit have been implemented. MDEQ has 
been ensuring compliance with this verifi-
cation requirement and has issued agreed 
orders with the CEQ to those permittees 
not in compliance. Failure to comply with 
an order can result in fines and penalties, 

We hope that all 
of the members and 
friends of Delta Council 
will join us this Friday, 
November 22, for our 
Mid-Year Board of Di-
rectors meeting at the 
Capps Center in Ston-
eville.

We are honored that 
our friend, Governor 

Phil Bryant, will join us in giving the 
featured address at the meeting. While the 
outgoing Governor has addressed us many 
times before, we felt it was only fitting that 
he come talk to us one last time as he leaves 
elected office. 

The sentiment and rationale was best 
described by Nobel author William Faulkner 
in his opening lines of the keynote address he 
gave to the Delta Council Annual Meeting 
in 1952 in discussing Delta Council leader 
W.T. “Billy” Wynn’s invitation to speak.

“When the invitation to be here today first 
reached me, it came from Mr. Billy Wynn.  
It contained one of the nicest compliments 
anyone ever received.  Mr. Wynn said, ‘We 
not only want to honor this particular fellow-

Mississippian, we want him to honor us.’
You can’t beat that. To reverse a metaphor, 

that is a sword with not only two edges, but 
with both edges on the same side; the receiver 
is accoladed twice with one stroke:  He is hon-
ored again in honoring them who proffered the 
original honor.  Which is exactly the sort of ges-
ture which we Southerners like to believe that 
only another Southerner could have thought of, 
invented.  And, sure enough, it happens so often 
as to convince us that we were right.”

Similarly, we not only want to honor 
Governor Bryant for his service to our 
State, we want him to honor us with his 
presence. As a legislator, State Auditor, Lt. 
Governor, and Governor, Phil Bryant has 
worked hand-in-hand with the Delta and 
Delta Council to improve the economy and 
quality of life.

Certainly, he showed up for the Annual 
Meetings, Board meetings, industrial an-
nouncements, and the like, but more times 
than not, he showed up when there were no 
cameras or applause to look at better solu-
tions to the challenges which Mississippi 
and the Delta faced.

Workforce training, economic develop-
ment, early childhood education, agricultural 
research, infrastructure, flood protection, and 
so many other issues that are important to 
the Delta have been strengthened due to his 

leadership.
We congratulate the Governor on an 

exemplary public service career and wish he 
and Deborah the best as they embark on 
new journeys.

Before the General Session on Friday, we 
will have two joint committee sessions in the 
Capps Center beginning at 10 a.m. 

In Capps Room A, the Farm Policy and 
Flood Control Committees of Delta Coun-
cil will convene highlighting the many issues 
impacting our agricultural sector, as well as a 
review and status report on the aftermath of 
the 2019 flood across the Delta with particu-
lar emphasis on the completion of the Yazoo 
Backwater Pumping Plant.

In Capps Room B, the Advisory Research, 
Aquaculture, and Soil and Water Resources 
Committees will meet and review timely 
issues surrounding agricultural research ef-
forts, a special initiative aimed at reducing 
catfish diseases caused by avian predators, 
and updates on policies, data, and research 
projects on stopping the decline of our al-
luvial aquifer (See page 8 for full agendas).

We will also memorialize a number of 
Delta leaders who have passed away this 
year. The number, unfortunately, is way too 
large in 2019, and it includes four people 
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Rolling Fork   Mayor Fred Miller  and 
the Sharkey County Board of Supervisors 
welcomed  EPA Deputy Assistant Administrator 
for Water D. Lee Forsgren and EPA Regional 
Administrator Mary S. Walker to hear the stories 
of those impacted by the flood. 

The meeting served as an opportunity for all 
stakeholders to ask questions, make comments 
and learn more about how the EPA is working to 
address South Delta flooding. 

After Mayor Miller and Sharkey County 
Board of Supervisors President Bill Newsom 
opened the meeting with welcoming remarks, 
Senator Briggs Hopson, who served as 
moderator of the event, introduced the EPA 
administration guests. First, Mary Walker took 

the podium expressing her appreciation in being 
invited to meet with residents as well as her concern 
in finding the best avenue to address flooding in 
the region.  Lee Forsgren followed up Walker’s 
comments by stating the EPA is committed to 
working with the US Army Corps of Engineers 
to find a long term solution to flooding as rapidly 
as possible, but also noted the decades of legal 
impediments that must be worked around in order 
to ensure a successful solution.  

Next, William McKinley with the Mississippi 
Department of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks gave 
a visual presentation of the horrific effects of this 
year’s flooding on the wildlife. Kevin Magee, 
MS Department of Transportation District 
Engineer for the area, followed with an account of 
MDOT’s experiences working the area during the 
flood. Chris McDonald with the Department of 

Agriculture and Commerce, gave an 
agricultural economic impact report 
stating that overall losses are projected 
to be in the billions. Peter Nimrod, 
Chief Engineer for the MS Levee 
Board, echoed McKinley, Magee 
and McDonald with an added 
overview of the pumping plant project 
and history. Holly Bluff resident Clay 
Adcock concluded the presentations 
with a delivery of nearly 30,000 
signatures on a petition to overturn the 
EPA veto to finish the pumps*. 

Over the next hour, dozens of 
impacted residents of the South Delta 
told their gut-wrenching stories of 
surviving months of flooding and 
how they are trying to live now that 
their homes and livelihood have been 

decimated. 

Representatives from Senator Wicker and 
Senator Hyde-Smith’s offices made closing 
statements prior to Mary Walker thanking the 
residents for attending the session and telling their 
stories, commenting that the hospitality of the 
people of the Delta, considering the circumstances, 
was truly remarkable and that the EPA will 
continue to work diligently to find a long term 
solution to backwater flooding. 

To watch a recording of the meeting, and for 
other flood related updates and resources, please 
visit our Facebook page @Forgotten Backwater 
Flood. 

*To sign the petition, please visit https://www.
change.org/p/clay-adcock-override-epa-veto or 
visit the Forgotten Backwater Flood Facebook page 
to find the link. 
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Davis

White

Thomas Jones of Holly Bluff shares his flood testimony as 
the Sellars’ of Rolling Fork look on. Mary Walker, Regional Administrator for EPA

News

EPA  from page 1

who served as Presidents of this organization 
- Bruce Brumfield of Inverness, Jimmie 
Dick Carter of Rolling Fork, John Dillard of 
Leland, and Ben Lamensdorf of Cary.

As always, we are grateful for our friends at 
C Spire for sponsoring the Mid-Year meeting. 
With strong Delta roots, they are an outstand-
ing Mississippi company and are Exhibit A 
when someone says, “you can’t do it in Mis-
sissippi”. You can, and they, along with many 
other businesses, prove the naysayers wrong 
every day.

DELTA COUNCIL 
ADULT LITERACY 
PROGRAM

The Delta Council Adult Literacy program 
continues to expand in partnerships and 
participants.  Since the program’s onset in 2002, 
more than 600 individuals have either learned to 
read or improved their reading skills.  The program 
has been successful in helping individuals in our 
communities to better their quality of life by 
enhancing a much needed skill -- reading.  Those 
who have shown the most improvement are those 
who could not read and those reading below a 
sixth grade level.  

The individuals participating in the program 
have come from various walks of life – employed, 
underemployed, and unemployed.  Some who 
have been able to advance their reading skills 
were employees in industries, fast food restaurants, 
highway crewmen, city workers, etc.   Other areas 
from whence students have come have been 
community colleges’ Adult Basic Education/
GED classes, Job Corp, retired individuals, stay-
at-home parents, church officers and members, 
public library program participants, and adult 
day cares.  No matter what the background of the 
participant was, each person who completed the 
class was granted an opportunity to open doors of 
their minds that many thought were bolted close.  

The program’s success hinges on students 
increasing their reading comprehension and 
phonemic awareness.  In the past year, students 
have shown an average of 2.5 grade level increase 
in their reading comprehension over a 10-weeks 
period.  Furthermore, there was a 30% growth in 
phonemic awareness among students.  Phonemic 
awareness speaks to the ability of the students to 
recognize words and sound them out.  The rapid 
growth in students is a result of a short-cut to the 
code taught by certified instructors who are all 
former educators.

The one-on-one program is free and open to 
all residents residing within the Mississippi Delta 
and Part-Delta Region who qualify through a 
pre-assessment of reading skills.  Moreover, to 
start a class in your town, there must be at least 
three qualified people who are willing to commit 
to meeting one hour per week for ten weeks.  
For more information about the Adult Literacy 
Program, please contact Margaret Cotton at 
662-686-3368.

Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation recently 
hosted American Farm Bureau Federation 
President  Zippy Duvall  and United States 
Department of Agriculture Under Secretary Greg 
Ibach for several meetings.

While in Mississippi, Duvall and Ibach 
participated in a Mississippi agriculture 
association, government and industry round table, 
where members of the agriculture industry from 
across the state discussed key issues impacting 
them.

“We are so excited  Zippy  and  Greg  could 
travel to Mississippi at the same time,” MFBF 
President Mike McCormick said. “We are proud 
to provide members of the agriculture industry an 
avenue to bring the issues they are facing to those 
who can help with them. I believe the round table 
went well and everyone left more knowledgeable.”

In addition to meeting with agriculture industry 
representatives, Duvall and Ibach met with U.S. 
Congressman  Michael Guest,  Mississippi 
Governor Phil Bryant, Sanderson Farms 
Director of Development and Engineering  Pic 

Billingsley,  and Mississippi Poultry Association 
President Mark Leggett.

Before leaving Mississippi, Duvall also attended 
and spoke during the 2019 MFBF Resolutions 
Committee meeting.

“Visiting with our members is one of the best 
parts of my job,” Duvall said. “I’ve enjoyed getting 
to hear more about what’s going on in Mississippi 
the last few days.”

Last week, Brad 
White was named the 
leader of the transition 
for Governor-Elect Tate 
Reeves. Meanwhile, 
Doug Davis was named 
Chief of Staff for Senator 
Cindy Hyde-Smith - the 
post that White formerly 
held. 

“Brad and Doug are 
two seasoned veterans 
in shaping positive 
outcomes in Mississippi 
public policy, and they 
will be extremely effective 
in their new roles,” said 
Delta Council President 
Tom Gresham of 
Indianola. “Governor 
Reeves and Senator 
Hyde-Smith will benefit from their experience 
and wisdom.”

VETERAN MS POLICY 
LEADERS NAMED TO 
KEY POSTS

AMERICAN FARM BUREAU FEDERATION 
PRESIDENT, USDA UNDER SECRETARY 
VISIT MISSISSIPPI  

PRESIDENT   from page 2
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Saf-T-Cart,  manufacturer  of steel carts 
and storage products for various commercial 
and industrial applications, is expanding in 
Clarksdale. The project represents a corporate 
investment of approximately $1.5 million and 
will create 25 jobs.

“Mississippi’s manufacturing industry is 
one of our state’s strongest economic drivers, 
employing thousands of workers in all corners 
of the state. Saf-T-Cart’s continued growth 
in Coahoma County illustrates the fact that 
manufacturing companies can find long-term 
growth and success in Mississippi,” Governor 
Phil Bryant said.

Saf-T-Cart produces cylinder carts, cages, 
pallets, truck beds, and  trailers. The company 
is constructing an 18,000-square-foot addition 
onto its current 150,000-square-foot facility to 
accommodate its growing truck bed and trailer 
operations. 

We may not know we are making history 
until after the fact.

You’ve lived through the long months of the 
2019 South Delta Flood. You are recovering and 
may not have stopped to think about capturing 
the details of your personal experiences. Or, you 
may feel you have a thousand untold stories 
bottled up, waiting for someone to listen.

MSU wants to listen. The Mississippi State 
University Extension Service has launched 
a project designed to capture your stories 
and preserve them. In partnership with the 
MSU Mitchell Memorial Library’s Special 
Collections unit, Extension hopes to record as 
many eyewitness testimonies as possible.

You can participate by choosing one or more 
of the following options:

1. Participating in an oral history interview 
which will be recorded, transcribed, and 
stored online and at the MSU Mitchell 
Memorial Library.

2. Being interviewed for potential inclusion 
in MSU Extension magazines or reports.

3. Answering online questions designed to 
help you tell your story.

If you are interested in participating in this 
project, go to https://bit.ly/2N2P3fR to answer 
a brief, 11-question survey.

If you have questions, please contact 
Elizabeth North at elizabeth.north@msstate.
edu or 662.325.2262.

U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-
Smith  announced $4.1 million 
in U.S. Department of Labor grants to support 
three workforce development projects in rural 
Mississippi. 

The grants, which will support infrastructure 
upgrades to strengthen workforce development 
and job readiness programs, are going to Panola 
County, Hinds Community College, and the 
Base Camp Coding Academy in Water Valley.

Grant awards to Mississippi communities, 
which are  within the Delta Regional 
Authority (DRA) and Appalachian Regional 
Commission (ARC) areas, include:

•  Panola County - $2,154,000 to renovate 
a factory outlet mall into a regional 
workforce-training center.   Impact area:   
Calhoun, Lafayette, Panola, Quitman, 

A groundbreaking ceremony was held at the 
former Batesville Outlet Mall to  transform it 
into Northwest Concourse workforce training 
center, a branch of Northwest Mississippi 
Community College. Panola Partnership said 
the county received a $2 million Department 
of Labor and Delta Regional grant to help 
with the heavy-duty electrical wiring that will 
turn the old mall into a workforce training 
center.  The idea is to remodel the existing 
building so area industries can install the same 
machinery used  on  production lines at their 
facilities and train workers off-site. The plan is 
to provide plant managers with trained workers 
from their first day of employment. The new 
training center is expected to be completed by 
the fall of 2021.

SAF-T-CART EXPANDING IN 
CLARKSDALE, CREATING 25 
JOBS

MSU EXTENSION LAUNCHES 
INITIATIVE TO PRESERVE 
EYEWITNESS ACCOUNTS OF 
THE 2019 BACKWATER FLOOD

$4.1 MILLION ANNOUNCED 
FOR WORKFORCE PROJECTS IN 
RURAL MISSISSIPPI

CONCOURSE WORKFORCE 
TRAINING CENTER 
GROUNDBREAKING IN 
BATESVILLE

NEW OUTDOORS, 
CONSERVATION, WILDLIFE & AG 
EXPO ANNOUNCED FOR 2020

HARLEM CHILDREN’S ZONE 
FOUNDER GEOFFREY CANADA 
VISITS INDIANOLA PROMISE 
COMMUNITY

Joint Labor Department, Delta Regional Authority, 
Appalachian Regional Commission Program Will 
Benefit 14 Mississippi Counties

AROUND DELTA FIELDS
“Together, with our local, state, federal, and 

educational partners, we proudly broke ground 
on The Concourse, a Northwest Community 
College campus offering 150,000 square feet of 
pre and post employment workforce training, 
serving our region’s industrial needs. It will be 
located directly off Interstate 55 in Batesville. 
It will also house the Win Job Center, Families 
First Center, and provide a WeSpace, MeSpace 
and Makers Space for entrepreneurs. The 
Concourse will be a hallway, a “concourse,” 
taking a person from one stage of their life to 
another - from unskilled to skilled – from a 
closed door to the open door of opportunity. 
It will be a true one stop shop for a better job 
and a better you. It will be a true one stop shop 
for a job,” said Panola Partnership Executive 
Director, Joe Azar.  

The Mississippi Fair Commission has 
signed a contract with the Mississippi Wildlife, 
Fisheries, and Parks Foundation to promote 
wildlife and agriculture - two multi-billion 
dollar industries in the state - at a new expo to 
be launched in 2020. The event will emphasize 
conservation, agriculture, hunting, fishing and 
youth involvement in the outdoors.

The Mississippi Wildlife, Fisheries, and 
Parks Foundation will host a new wildlife 
and agriculture event at the Mississippi State 
Fairgrounds on July 31 – August 2, 2020. The 
event will include a variety of vendors; an 
exhibition of agriculture, livestock and forestry 
equipment; educational seminars; property 
management demonstrations; youth activities 
and much more.

“Mississippi farmers are our best 
conservationists. This marks a historic 
partnership between  Mississippi’s  agriculture 
and wildlife communities. I am pleased that 
the Mississippi State Fairgrounds will be 
the site of  a new  wildlife and outdoor event 
that will also feature agriculture and forestry. 
After all, agriculture is the largest industry in 
Mississippi. I believe this has the potential to 
become one of the largest events held on the 
fairgrounds and perfectly fits the mission of 
the Fair Commission to promote Mississippi 
agriculture,” said Commissioner of Agriculture 
and Commerce  Andy Gipson, who also 
serves as the Chairman of the Mississippi Fair 
Commission.

Renowned children’s education reform 
advocate,  Geoffrey Canada, visited the 
Indianola Promise Community on September 
30, to get a first-hand look at how his 
pioneering Harlem Children’s Zone has been 
successfully replicated in Mississippi. 

As part of his three-hour visit, Canada first 
met with the educational leadership team 
from Delta Health Alliance and Lockard 
Elementary School. While there, he toured 
the school, dropped in on some of the 
literacy-based programs in action, and 
talked with principal  Daphne Heflin. 
Before the interventions of the Indianola 
Promise Community, there were 99 schools 
in Mississippi with higher test scores than 
Lockard Elementary. After three years of the 
IPC programs, there were only eight schools in 
Mississippi with a higher score.

“A lot of us from the Delta made the trip 
to Harlem with Delta Council and Delta 
Health Alliance over a decade ago to see the 
work  Geoffrey Canada  started,” said  Cass 
Pennington  of Indianola, a past president of 
Delta Council and member of Delta Health 
Alliance Board. “His model became a beacon 
for the Indianola Promise Community, and it 
was gratifying for Geoffrey to see how his hard 
work in Harlem has paid off in rural Mississippi 
with the same outstanding outcomes.” 

Indianola Community stakeholders 

gathered to discuss the success of the 
Indianola Promise Community. Shown from 
left to right are:  Roshunda Sample, Delta 
Health Alliance Director,  Frank Howell, 
Delta Council; Dr. Cass Pennington, DHA 
Board of Directors;  Jimmy Clay, IPC 
Steering Committee;  Brooks Ann Gaston, 
Associate VP, Delta Health Alliance;  David 
Allen, IPC Steering Committee;  Carolyn 
Willis, VP, Delta Health Alliance;  Woods 
Eastland, DHA Board of Directors;  Glenn 
Donald, County Supervisor;  Geoffrey 
Canada,  Harlem Children’s Zone;  Mayor 
Steve Rosenthal; Maggie Barnes, IPC 
Steering Committee;  Dillon Jones, School 
District;  Barleane Coller,  IPC Steering 
Committee;  Miska Davis, Indianola 
Superintendent; and  Dr. Karen Matthews, 
CEO, Delta Health Alliance.

News



The Delta Council

| 5November 2019 Review

Communities. The annual summit, which 
brings together experts in business, education, 
workforce and economic development, included 
the ACT Work Ready Communities Awards 
Ceremony and Recognition. During the 
ceremony, representatives from participating 
ACT Work Ready Community counties and 
parishes received awards for becoming certified 
or completing a new set of goals to maintain 
their certification. 

“We are so happy to recognize and award 
our Work Ready Communities at our annual 
convening of workforce experts,” said ACT 
President of Measurement, Suzana Delanghe. 
“These participating communities have 
demonstrated a commitment to developing a 
strong workforce pipeline, which is paramount 
to building stronger communities and fostering 
business and economic growth.” 

The ACT Work Ready Communities 
Luncheon included welcome remarks from 
North Carolina Chamber President and CEO 
Gary Salamido. Tennessee Department of 
Labor Commissioner Jeff McCord shared 
advice with the Work Ready Communities 
awardees during a keynote presentation. The 
ACT Work Ready Community initiative 
includes 486 participating counties and 
parishes in 29 states. 

Mississippi Farm Bureau President  Mike 
McCormick  was presented with the 
Mississippi State University Director’s Award 
given by MSU Extension Director  Dr. Gary 
Jackson  and MSU President  Dr. Mark 
Keenum  at the 2019 Extension Annual 
Conference held in Starkville this week. 

“It is a most deserved tribute to  Mike  to 
be honored by the Extension Service for 
his leadership in Mississippi agriculture,” 
said  Bowen Flowers, a Coahoma County 
farm leader. 

Every year Mississippi State University 
Extension administration, faculty, agents, and 
staff gather to celebrate exemplary programs, 
honor contributions to Extension’s mission, 
and to discuss the vision for Extension’s future.

The award recognizes an individual who 
has made outstanding contributions to MSU 
Extension and has had a positive impact on 
faculty, staff, agents, and programs. 

Mike Tagert  has 
been named as associate 
director for Corporate and 
Economic Partnerships 
within Mississippi 
State University’s 
Office of Research and 
Economic Development 
(ORED).  In that 
role,  Tagert  also will 
serve as chief executive officer of the Greater 
Starkville Development Partnership (GSDP). 
He assumes his new duties Jan. 7, 2020, pending 
formal approval by the Board of Trustees, State 
Institutions of Higher Learning.

Tagert has a broad background in 
intermodal transportation and both public and 
private sector economic development. Prior to 
being elected as Mississippi’s Northern District 
Transportation Commissioner in 2011, Tagert 
was administrator of the Tennessee-Tombigbee 
Waterway Development Authority, where 
he was responsible for promoting intermodal 
transportation and attracting private 
investment for job creation and economic 
growth. 

“Mike has been an extremely effective 
advocate for transportation in Mississippi, 
and will be a great asset to Mississippi State 
University,” said Tom Gary, Leflore County 
leader and Past President of Delta Council.

Sharkey County is now certified as an 
ACT Work Ready Community (WRC). The 
certification will support Sharkey County in 
economic development and growth and bolster 
existing workforce by linking certified workers 
to education 
and employers’ 
needs. The county 
was awarded 
certification in 
October with 
164 certifications 
earned and 3 
employers in the county that use the WRC 
program in their business.

ACT Work Ready Communities (WRC) 
empowers states, regions and counties 
with  data, processes and tools  that drive 
economic growth. Participants are leveraging 
the ACT WorkKeys National Career Readiness 
Certificate NCRC)  to measure and close the 
skills gap — and building common frameworks 
that link, align and match their workforce 
development efforts. The Delta Council region, 
spanning 19 counties, is represented by 12 
certified counties and 6 counties in progress 
toward certification.

Washington County was recognized for 
its workforce development achievements over 
the past year at the ACT Workforce Summit 
in Charlotte, N.C. on Tuesday, Oct. 29, along 
with 48 other participating ACT Work Ready 

National Cotton 
Council President 
and CEO  Gary 
Adams  announced 
that Tas Smith  has been 
hired as Producer Affairs 
Representative for the 
National Cotton Council 
and will assume the 
position November 18. In this position, Tas will 
work closely with  Craig Brown    in order to 
facilitate a smooth transition of responsibilities 
upon Brown’s retirement in 2020.  

MS FARM BUREAU PRESIDENT 
MIKE MCCORMICK RECIEVES 
MSU DIRECTOR’S AWARD

WASHINGTON COUNTY 
RECOGNIZED FOR WORKFORCE 
DEVELOPMENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
AT ACT WORKFORCE SUMMIT 

SHARKEY COUNTY CERTIFIED 
AS ACT WORK READY 
COMMUNITY

NUFARM CELEBRATES GRAND 
OPENING OF COMPANY’S 
GREENVILLE OPERATIONS

TAS SMITH HIRED AS 
PRODUCER AFFAIRS 
REPRESENTATIVE FOR 
NATIONAL COTTON COUNCIL 

MIKE TAGERT TO JOIN MSU’S 
RESEARCH, ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT OFFICE AND 
SERVE AS CEO OF GSDP

AROUND DELTA FIELDS

Smith

Tagert

Tallahatchie, Tate, and Yalobusha 
counties.

•  Hinds Community College - $1,327,226 
to establish  an advanced  manufacturing, 
engineering and logistics center 
targeting unemployed and under-skilled 
individuals.   Impact area:   Claiborne, 
Copiah, Hinds, Rankin, and Warren 
counties.

•  Base Camp Coding Academy  - 
$635,000 to expand a computer coding 
pilot program for youth, and refurbish a 
historic factory into a Rural Education 
and Innovation Hub.   Impact area:   
Calhoun, Lafayette, Lee, Panola, 
Pontotoc, Tallahatchie, and Yalobusha 
counties. 

This new grant program seeks to address 
the unique workforce development needs in 
rural communities.   The Labor Department’s 
Employment and Training Administration will 
administer the grants, in collaboration with 
DRA and ARC.  

 “I’m excited to hear that  Tas  is joining 
Council staff in Memphis.   His experience 
working at Farm Bureau and FSA really 
makes him uniquely qualified to represent 
cotton producers and work with them on farm 
policy.   The leadership skills Tas brings will 
be a valuable asset for the Council moving 
forward,” said Tunica county producer Patrick 
Johnson  who serves as Chairman of Delta 
Council’s Farm Policy Committee.  

Tas  currently serves as the State Executive 
Director in Georgia for USDA’s Farm Service 
Agency. He was appointed to that position 
in November 2017. Prior to that, Tas worked 
for Georgia Farm Bureau for 12 years, most 
recently serving as the Assistant Director for 
Legislative Affairs.  He is a graduate of Valdosta 
State University (BA in Political Science) in 
Valdosta, GA and Tiffin University (MBA) in 
Tiffin, OH.  Tas and his wife Stephanie have 
two children.

 Gov. Phil Bryant and officials from Nufarm 
celebrated the grand opening of the company’s 
new operations in Greenville. The project is a $20 
million investment and will create 68 jobs. 

“The grand opening of Nufarm is a 
monumental event for the Mississippi Delta. As 
a predominantly agricultural state, the Nufarm 
team could not have chosen a better location for its 
new operations,” Gov. Phil Bryant said. “I know 
the skilled workforce found in Greenville and 
Washington County will ensure Nufarm’s success 
in our state for generations to come.” 

Headquartered in Melbourne, Australia, 
Nufarm is one of the world’s leading crop 
protection and seeds companies. The company is 
located in the former Matcor building, which it 
purchased from the city of Greenville. 

The Mississippi Development Authority and 
the Washington County Economic Alliance 
provided assistance for the construction of a rail 
line. 

“The grand opening of Nufarm’s new Greenville 
facility means Mississippians will play a lead role in 
manufacturing the highest quality crop protection 
products, enabling farmers to reduce risks while 
maximizing yields,” said  MDA Executive 
Director Glenn McCullough, Jr.  “MDA 
congratulates Nufarm and its employees, the city of 
Greenville and the Washington County Economic 
Alliance on this exciting milestone, which is 
bringing new economic opportunities to the 
Mississippi Delta.” 

Greenville is Nufarm’s first location in 
Mississippi. The company expects to be fully 
staffed by 2022.
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BUSINESS OR OCCUPATION:  

Kirk Satterfield of 
Benoit has been a managing 
partner in Satterfield Farms 
for over 20 years along with 
brother Dwayne, where 
they raise rice, soybeans 
and corn. Satterfield Farms 
is a family farm started by 
father, Travis Satterfield, 
in 1969. 

HOMETOWN:
Kirk was born in Cleveland and raised in the 

Longshot community near Benoit. He graduated 
from Bayou Academy and attended Delta State 
University. Kirk is married to the former Bridget 
Bynum of Oxford. They currently reside on the 
farm in the Longshot community and are members 
of the Benoit Union Church. 

AFFILIATIONS:
Kirk is involved with his residential and 

agricultural community. He is a member of 
the Mississippi Farm Bureau Federation,   and 
is concluding his term as President of the 
Bolivar County Farm Bureau. He also serves 
as the chairman of the Farm Bureau Rice 
Committee.  He is President of Mississippi 
Rice Council and serves on various boards and 
committees affiliated with USA Rice. He serves 
Delta Council as Vice Chairman of the Rice and 
Small Grains Committee and on the Board of 
Directors as a County Director for Bolivar County. 

WHAT DO OTHERS SAY ABOUT KIRK:
“Kirk Satterfield has stepped up to 

assume the mantle of leadership on a number 
of agricultural issues, most notably in the rice 
industry,” said Gibb Steele of Greenville, a 
farmer and Past President of Delta Council. “Kirk 
has emerged as one of the most knowledgeable 
and likeable individuals in the leadership of the 
US Rice industry, and the Delta is better off for 
the time and commitment he provides.”

PERSONAL INFORMATION: 
Dr. Jackson was reared 

in Rosedale also known as 
the “Delta City of Brotherly 
Love.” He attended high 
school in Rosedale and 
continued his educational 
endeavors at Delta State 
University where he received 
a bachelor’s degree in 
sociology, a master’s degree 

in education, and doctoral degree in education.  
Beginning his professional career at DSU, 

he continuously progressed through the 
administrative ranks. He began by serving the 
institution as an admissions counselor/recruiter 
where he encouraged students to enroll at DSU. 
The institution experienced significant growth 
in enrollment, particularly minority enrollment. 
Later he became Associate Director of Housing 
and Residence Life/Director of Multi-Cultural 
Affairs.  After serving in student services for a 
number of years, he transitioned to the Division 
of Graduate and Continuing Studies where he 
served as Director of Graduate Studies, then 
Assistant Dean, and later as Interim Dean. 
During his tenure, he successfully reinstituted 
the Graduate Studies Office where the graduate 
school experienced a record increase in enrollment.  

He continued his career in higher education 
at Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College, 
as Associate Vice President for Student Services 
and also as the Jefferson Davis Campus Dean of 
Student Services. He was charged with leading 
the Student Services Departments of Admissions 
& Records, Financial Aid, Counseling, Student 
Activities, Fitness Center, Testing, and Police 
Operations.   After leaving Gulf Coast, he 
transitioned to Hinds Community College where 
he served as Associate Vice President for Student 
Services /Dean of Students and later served Hinds 
as Vice President for the Utica Campus and 
District Dean of Students.  

He has served on numerous boards and 
received many accolades for his accomplishments. 

While in the Delta region previously, he served as 
a board member for Habitat for Humanity, United 
Way, United Village, and graduated from Delta 
Emerging Leaders and Leadership Mississippi. 
While on the Coast, he served on the Harrison 
County Youth Leadership and Gulfport Chamber 
of Commerce Boards and he is a graduate of 
Mississippi Community College Leadership 
Academy and a graduate of Leadership Gulf 
Coast. He is a member of oldest historically 
African American fraternity, Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. 

Of all the honors and accolades surrounding his 
name, he is proudest to be married to Kashanta 
and is an honored father of two children: Tyler 
and Kennedi.

CURRENT JOB TITLE AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
On March 20th of this year, Dr. Jackson was 

named as the ninth President of Mississippi Delta 
Community College, the first African American 
to serve in this capacity at the institution.

Serve as the Chief Executive Officer for the 
college with approximately 2,500 students

Overall administrator for the college budget 
for four campus locations: Moorhead, Greenville, 
Greenwood, and Indianola (Mississippi)

Supervisor of Cabinet for seven administrators 
for a college with approximately 240 employees

WHAT DO YOU LIKE MOST ABOUT YOUR JOB: 
“I thoroughly enjoy serving as leader of MDCC; 

I see myself as a servant leader. In this capacity, I 
enjoy serving as catalyst to assist students and 
employees in maximizing their potential in 
educational endeavors.”

WHAT DO OTHERS SAY ABOUT DR. JACKSON:
“Dr. Jackson is a great leader for MDCC. 

He knows the Delta and our people,” said Delta 
Council President Tom Gresham. “Enrollment 
is up this Fall with his recruiting efforts.  He is 
visiting our high schools and letting our students 
know all the great opportunities MDCC has to 
offer them.  Dr. Jackson is working with our 
businesses and industry as he understands the 
importance of workforce training in the Delta.”

DELTAN ON THE MOVE | DR. TYRONE JACKSON MEMBER FOCUS | 
KIRK SATTERFIELD

INAUGURAL THAD COCHRAN AGRICULTURAL LEADERSHIP 
PROGRAM CLASS GRADUATES

Members of the Thad Cochran  Agricultural 
Leadership Program  inaugural class graduated in 
a ceremony at The Mill Conference Center at 
Mississippi State University in Starkville, Oct. 
17, during which they welcomed a new group of 
participants. The event was the culmination of 
two years of rigorous seminars on public policy, 
emerging technologies, leadership fundamentals 
and economic development.

Established in 2017 by the MSU Extension 
Service in partnership with the Mississippi Farm 
Bureau Federation, the TCALP is geared toward 
emerging leaders in Mississippi’s agricultural 
industry. 

In addition to the seminars, the group toured 
agricultural and industrial facilities in the Delta and 
the Coast before touring facilities in Arizona and 

Germany to learn about agricultural production in 
other regions, as well as international policy and 
global markets. 

“The TCALP is a valuable component to the 
agriculture community and we are grateful for 
how MSU Extension Service and Farm Bureau 
Federation have stepped up to make it a reality,” 
said Tribbett producer  Bubba Simmons  who 
serves on the Advisory Board of the program. 
“We look forward to other successful classes in the 
future.”

The graduates pictured left to right 
are;  Sean Boe  of Moselle, owner and operator 
of Boe Farms;  Brett McCool  of Bailey, 
harvesting and transportation manager for 
Weyerhaeuser;  Christian Good  of Macon, 
partner in Philip Good/Christian Good 

Farms;  Will Smythe  of Leland, partner in F.J. 
Smythe & Sons Farm;    Noble Guedon  of 
Natchez, corporate manager 
at Goldman Equipment; Josh 
Miller  of Yazoo City, owner 
and operator of Little Onward 
Plantation;    Amanda 
Hudson  of Wiggins, vice 
president of loan operations for 
Southern Ag Credit; William 
White  of Starkville, research 
station manager at the H.H. 
Leveck Animal Research 
Center at MSU; and  Kirby 
Mauldin of Laurel, owner and 
operator of Mauldin Poultry 
Farm.

GUEST  from page 2

tions. In addition, in the future, MDEQ will 
conduct on-site compliance audits to field ver-
ify compliance with water conservation permit 
requirements.

Over the years, MDEQ and YMD have 
had several memoranda of agreement for vary-
ing purposes, but none have been specifically 
with the Permit Board regarding delegation of 
authority related to water use permitting. As 
the number of wells has increased, complexity 
of permit conditions has expanded, and con-
sequences of non-compliance has grown, the 
importance of the accuracy of the information 
collected at application has also increased. 
While OLWR and YMD have worked on 
MRVA permits together over 20 years, both 
agencies agreed the processes and procedures 
needed a re-evaluation. In addition to develop-
ing the delegation MOA, OLWR and YMD 
have also revised the permit application and 
developed a common database for both agen-
cies. 

The delegation of authority to YMD ap-
plies to applications for new permits for di-
versions or withdrawals for beneficial use of 
public waters of the State of Mississippi, re-
newals or modifications of such permits, as 
well as applications for replacement wells and 
stand-by wells. The Delegation Memorandum 
of Agreement (MOA) consists of two parts.  
The first part clearly sets forth the roles of 
each agency in managing water use permits, 
provides for interagency coordination, and in-
cludes an annual review of YMD performance. 
The second part lays out specific procedures 
and performance criteria for processing permit 
applications including timelines for certain 
actions.

The MDEQ-YMD Delegation MOA is 
intended to ensure that the water use permit 
program in the Mississippi Delta, for both 
groundwater and surface water, is managed 
efficiently and effectively and that permit data 
are accurate and permit actions are timely. It 
establishes the limits, conditions, policies, re-
sponsibilities, and procedures under which the 
Environmental Quality Permit Board dele-
gates authority to YMD to receive, investigate 
and make recommendations regarding appli-
cations for permits. The Delegation MOA was 
approved by the YMD Board of Commission-
ers in August 2019 and by the Environmental 
Quality Permit Board in September 2019.
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The group also enjoyed a Delta farm-raised catfish lunch on the Delta Council lawn 
with local leadership.

A group of over 30 cotton textile mill executives from 15 countries recently met in Stoneville as part of the 2019 Cotton USA Orientation Tour, sponsored by Cotton Council 
International. Traveling through the country, they stopped in Stoneville for a tour of the MSU Delta Research and Extension Center, the USDA-ARS Cotton Ginning Laboratory, 
and participated in a panel discussion with cotton marketing executives and cotton breeders to discuss unique characteristics of Mid-South and U.S. cotton. 

(From left to right) Jim Robertson, Indianola farmer and member of Cotton 
Board; Frederick Barrier, Staplcotn; Dru Rush, Corteva; Dr. Jeff Gore, MSU DREC; Bill 
Long, BASF; Jay Mahaffey, Bayer CropScience; and Shane Stephens with Stalpcotn, 
talked to visitors about cotton quality and improvement efforts. 

The Multi-Commodity Education Program attendees visited Stoneville where they 
toured the MSU DREC catfish ponds, the USDA-ARS Cotton Ginning Laboratory, and 
attended a presentation on environmental stewardship and water sustainability from 
Delta F.A.R.M. staff. 

The 2019 tour’s producer participants include: Idaho – Jamie Kress, Rockland; Dan 
Lakey and Kyle Wangemann, both from Soda Springs; Pat Purdy, Boise; Steve 
Samowitz, Blackfoot; and Clark Tacke, Greencreek; North Dakota – Dennis 
Haugen, Hannaford; Ed Kessel, Dickinson; and Jeff Mertz, Hurdsfield.

Residence near Goose Lake completely destroyed by 
flood.

Jimmy Washington works to restore his home after 
volunteer groups helped him gut most of it.

The Sellars’ of Rolling Fork have been living in a camper 
for nearly a year due to thier home being destroyed by 
the Flood.

Catfish producers from all over the catfish-producing state recently visited Washington 
to discuss pressing issues impacting the industry representing Catfish Farmers of 
America. While there, they visited with members of Mississippi’s Congressional 
Delegation and served as host at a catfish dinner for Members and their staff.
Back row pictured left to right: Roger Barlow of Catfish Farmers of America staff; Ben 
Pentecost of Sunflower; Jonathan Mills of Itta Bena; Houston Battle of Tunica, Cooper 
Battle of Tunica; Dan Bradshaw of Yazoo City; Andy Jones of Moorhead and Jeremy 
Robbins Catfish Farmers of America staff. Front row pictured left to right: Tyler Neal of 
Indianola; Senator Roger Wicker; Chris McGlawn of Swiftown; and Will Nobile of 
Moorhead.

2019 BACKWATER FLOOD RECOVERY
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FARM POLICY & FLOOD CONTROL ADVISORY RESEARCH, AQUACULTURE, 
SOIL & WATER RESOURCES

I.   Opening and Welcoming Remarks
Bubba Simmons, Chairman
Advisory Research Committee, 
Delta Council

II.  Stoneville Research:  
     Focus and Expansion

Dr. Steve Martin, Interim Head
Delta Research and Extension 
Center-Mississippi State University

Dr. Martin Locke, Representative
Agricultural Research Service-USDA

III. Catfish Research Efforts on 
     Combatting Trematodes and Status of 
     Bird Monitoring Efforts

Austin Jones, Chairman
Aquaculture Committee, 
Delta Council

IV. Status of Delegation Agreement 
     Between the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta
     Joint Water Management District 
     and the Mississippi Department of 
     Environmental Quality

Don Christy, Executive Director

Yazoo-Mississippi Delta Joint Water 
Management District

Kay Whittington, Director
Office of Land and Water Resources
Mississippi Department of 
Environmental Quality

V.  Updated Alluvial Aquifer Water Use 
     Level Data

Jeannie Barlow, Deputy Director
U.S. Geological Survey Lower 
Mississippi Gulf Water Science 
Center

VI. Status Report on the Injection Project
J. R. Rigby, Hydrologist
USDA-Agricultural Research Service
National Sedimentation Laboratory

VII. Questions, Discussion, and 
      Presentation of Resolutions

Bowen Flowers, Chairman
Soil and Water Resources
Committee, Delta Council

VIII. Adjournment

I.   Welcome and Opening Remarks
Patrick Johnson, Chairman
Farm Policy Committee, Delta 
Council

II.  Update on 2018 Farm Bill 
Implementation and Upcoming
Decision Points on Farm Program 
Election and Crop Insurance

Bobby Carson, MS State 
Executive Director
Farm Service Agency State Office

Roddric Bell, Director
Jackson Regional Office
Risk Management Agency - USDA

III. Washington Update on Farm Policy 
     and Flood Protection

Daniel Ulmer, Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith

IV. The Aftermath of the 2019 Flood 
Across the Yazoo Basin and the 
Lower Mississippi Valley

Kent Parrish, Senior Project Manager
Vicksburg District – Corps of 
Engineers

V.  The Yazoo Backwater Pumping Plant:  
     Perspectives and Updates from the 
     Local Sponsor

Peter Nimrod, Chief Engineer
Mississippi Levee Board

VI. Questions, Discussion, and 
     Presentation of Resolutions

Paul Hollis, Chairman
Flood Control Committee, 
Delta Council

VII. Adjournment

ROOM BROOM A


