Resolution
Drainage Districts

Delta Council acknowledges the vitally important role of drainage districts throughout major watersheds in the Northwest Mississippi region and applauds the significant drainage improvements and drainage maintenance which has been performed by Delta drainage districts over the past century.
In view of insufficient levels of funding for many local and county drainage districts, there is often a higher level of expectation for drainage improvements and responses to flooding than can be adequately extended.  Further, and in many instances, there might be little activity to report or to provide for a public accounting of the district’s activities due to limited funding or revenues for the district.  Consequently, when these situations exist, drainage districts have foregone the expense of a public information campaign about the public service which they might extend.
In view of proposed legislative changes offered, but not enacted in 2012, affecting drainage districts, Delta Council appointed a Select Committee of community, civic, elected, and drainage commission officials to convene to discuss the current status of local and county drainage districts throughout the region.  The aim of the Committee was to offer constructive suggestions on methods for enhancing public information about the service which drainage districts provide, their respective areas of jurisdiction, a map of drainage ditches that are the responsibility of the respective districts, and the persons who are appointed to serve in the various capacities of the drainage districts.  Such recommendations were carefully vetted with the input from drainage districts, County Boards of Supervisors, and legislators.  Delta Council was asked to prepare and distribute the outcomes and recommendations from the sessions to Drainage Commissioners for their consideration.  As a result, the legislative proposal aimed at restructuring drainage districts was withdrawn and the Select Committee operating within the framework of Delta Council ceased to exist.  The result was a report of recommendations for achieving the goals enumerated above.  
Delta Council praises the participation of these various groups and expresses appreciation to participants for their input and guidance through the process.
(See attached)
Best Management Practices

· The following “Best Management Practices” for drainage districts, should be considered as minimum standards, in order to remain in accordance with current law affecting all public bodies.  

Considerations & Options:  

“Best Management Practices” for Recordkeeping:  Delta Drainage Districts 

· Provide a synopsis of both drainage district laws on file at the Chancery Clerks office and with the attorney for the Board of Supervisors 

· What is the responsibility/purpose of a drainage district?  Explain what a drainage district is not.  

· Annually:  (file with Chancery Clerk, Chancellor and/or Attorney for Supervisors)

· Report names, contact information of all commissioners, who each was appointed by, and their term of office

· Current rate of assessment and requested amount

· Budget and income/expense report or compilation.  Also send to State Department of Audit

· Map of drainage district with ditches identified that are the responsibility of district

· Annual report of activities or improvements by the District

· Name of principal contact for the District (Chairman, Attorney for the District, Engineer, etc.)

· Minutes of regular meetings

· What % of your district is located in which counties? (estimated) Example – Riverside Drainage District:  90% Washington County and 10% Bolivar County.

· It was suggested to provide a Q & A to attorney for Supervisors and Chancery Clerk regarding “Most-Frequently Asked Questions” in reference to operations of local and county drainage districts.  Extend this quick reference to Chancellor, Chancery Clerk, and Attorney for Supervisors to keep on file in courthouse.  The following are examples of the questions which should be considered for such a Q&A:

· Why do citizens and property owners organize drainage districts?

· What are the laws that govern drainage districts? (refer to synopsis)

· How does a property owner discover if they are located in a drainage district or if the ditch nearby to their property is part of the maintenance responsibility of the District?

· Is there a map showing the ditches which are the responsibility of the respective drainage districts?  Where can the map be accessed?

· Where does a property owner go to determine which drainage district his/her property resides in, what the assessment is, and who is the key contact for the drainage district with jurisdiction over ones primary drainage?

· How does a property owner find out who their drainage commissioners are?  Is there a public record of the Commissioners’ term to hold office? 

· How do drainage districts derive their revenue?

· What is a benefit role and provide an example of how the benefit role is applied to the assessment against property within a drainage district?

· What is the procedure for establishing and collecting fees for the support of operations of a drainage district?

· Who pays drainage district assessments?

· What is the estimated maintenance cost per mile of ditch in drainage district? 

· Are drainage districts necessarily confined to the boundaries of one county? 

· Is all property within a drainage district levied an assessment?  Are there different levels of assessment for different types of property?

· Is there a process for appealing an assessment of fees/taxes levied by a drainage district?

· How does a citizen get appointed to serve on a drainage district?

· Are there meetings of drainage districts commissioners?  When?  How often? Are there public notices?  Are the meetings open to the public?

Other recommendations that should be referred to drainage districts 

· Should we reconcile benefit rolls and keep assessment rolls updated?

· Are there reporting requirements of the drainage district with regard to revenue, expenditures, a work plan, etc?

· Are drainage districts required to adhere to public meetings, laws, and public records policies?

· Should there be a public notice of appointments when they occur or notices of public meetings?

· Computerize the system; Delta computer systems for collection on benefit rolls. 
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