


MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

PAUL HOLLIS
First and foremost, thank you for being here 

today with us to continue the tradition of Delta 
Council Day. It has been my pleasure to serve 
as President of Delta Council alongside an 
excellent team of leaders, as well as members 
and friends from across the region, the State, 
and the Nation.

 
During my tenure, working with our 

membership, committee chairmen, vice-
presidents, directors and staff, I don’t believe I 
have ever seen an organization more committed 
to the day-to-day activities of its people than 
Delta Council. Our accomplishments, such as 
new industrial locations and the headway we 
have made on the Yazoo Backwater Project 
just to name a couple, are due to our strong 
regional approach. This year has furthered my 
belief that the Delta can and will continue to 
work together to recover from challenges, and 
push forward to continue growing our economy, 
workforce, and our wellbeing as a region.

 
Today, and in this Annual Report, it is my 

honor to celebrate those leaders and partners 
that have helped Delta Council make a positive 

impact on our region and State. As you flip through this report, you will recognize the faces and 
names of our friends that we cannot succeed without.

 
I am also pleased to introduce U.S. Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith as our keynote speaker for the 

86th Annual Meeting of Delta Council. From flood control and rural healthcare to infrastructure 
and agriculture, she recognizes and champions the needs of our region. As a cattle farmer and 
former Mississippi Commissioner of Agriculture and Commerce, Senator Hyde-Smith understands 
what it takes to continue to be a proactive advocate and strong voice for the people of the Delta, 
and we look forward to her message today.

 
As we enjoy this day and reconnect with one another, thank you for your support, service and 

friendship to the Delta, and to Delta Council.

LAURA AND PAUL HOLLIS
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BOLOGNA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER
DELTA STATE UNIVERSITY / CLEVELAND, MISSISSIPPI

86TH ANNUAL MEETING 
OF DELTA COUNCIL

June 4, 2021

9:00 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. 
2021 SALUTE TO 

DELTA HONOR GRADUATES
Lt. Governor Delbert Hosemann  

Location: Lawn of the 
Bologna Performing Arts Center

10:30 a.m.
WELCOME & 

OPENING REMARKS 
Paul Hollis

Delta Council President
Tom Gresham

Delta Council Chairman

INVOCATION
Reverend Holly Burris
Church of the Epiphany

Tunica, MS 
 

PRESENTATION OF COLORS
Boy Scout Troop 4200

Scoutmaster Dennis Waldo 

PATRIOTIC MUSIC
Tricia Walker
Cleveland, MS 

 

BUSINESS SESSION 
• Recognition of Special Guests
• Wear Cotton Recognition
• Good Middling Community Service 		
	 Award Recognition
• Recognition of Honor Graduates & 		
   Scholarship Recipient
• Introduction of New Officers

INTRODUCTION OF
KEYNOTE SPEAKER

Paul Hollis
Delta Council President

KEYNOTE ADDRESS
Senator Cindy Hyde-Smith

12:00 NOON
CATFISH LUNCHEON 

Location: Delta State University
Quadrangle Lawn

 
RECOGNITION OF 

2020-2021 
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS

Paul Hollis
Delta Council President
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BOLIVAR 
Kourtney “Mia” Barfield Bayou Academy
Kydrian Blocker Northside High
Mary Ansley Chrestman Bayou Academy
Shanyla Edwards West Bolivar High
Tyler Feltson McEvans School
Jykeviun Ford West Bolivar High
Ashleigh McKinney Cleveland Central High
Alyssa Robinson Northside High
Laranyshaw Shaw McEvans School
L’Kenna Whitehead Cleveland Central High

CARROLL 
Hannah Lynn Campbell Carroll Academy
McKenzie Henson J.Z. George High
Jason Alan Matthews Carroll Academy
Teddra Randle J.Z. George High

COAHOMA
Elizabeth Basha Lee Academy
Xavier Cannon Coahoma County High
Merri Evelyn Evans Lee Academy
Addison Gooden Coahoma Early 
College High
Miriam Howard Clarksdale High
Jay’lin Johnson Coahoma County High
Chelniah Pollard Clarksdale High
Jordan Turner Coahoma Early College High

DESOTO
 Adriana Bermudez Loya Horn Lake High
Serenity Blanch Southaven High
Riley Kate Box Hernando High
Ric Browning Lewisburg High
Isabella Grace Desio-Dorian 
Lewisburg High
Logan Deutschmann Desoto Central High
Tucker Henley Center Hill High
Heaven Hubbard Horn Lake High
Omar Jamil Desoto Central High
Joseph Jenkins Southaven High
Christian Lesure Olive Branch High
Madison Lott Northpoint Christian School 
Farrah Oswalt Lake Cormorant High
Emily Ott Lake Cormorant High
Lauren Rusk Hernando High
Mary Stevenson Northpoint 
Christian School
Tyreahnna Tillman Center Hill High
Faith Troutt Olive Branch High

GRENADA
Lillian Love Gober Kirk Academy
Allie Grace Holland Grenada High
Anna James Grenada High
Anna Grace Lane Kirk Academy

HOLMES
Breann Bell Central Holmes Christian School
Kelsey Gilmore Central Holmes 
Christian School
Cameron Keys Holmes County 
Central High School
Kaitlin Kimbrough Holmes County Central 

High School
HUMPHREYS
Colby Alderman Humphreys Academy
Riley Bellipanni Humphreys Academy
Shemariah York Humphreys Co. High
Avarius Young Humphreys Co. High

LEFLORE
Shakiya Addison Leflore County High
Caroline Hurst Brock Pillow Academy
River Brownlee Greenwood High
Ashley Cooper Amanda Elzy High
Maggie Farmer North New Summit School
Mariah Gardner Greenwood High
Alijah Jones Amanda Elzy High
Shelby Littleton North New Summit School
JaMarkus McChristian Delta Streets 
Academy
Heaven Patrick-Lacy Leflore County High
Arushi Thakur Pillow Academy

PANOLA 
Cate Amis North Delta School
Theodore Henley, III North Panola High
Jamauria Lyons North Panola High
Olivia D Neal South Panola High
Kylie Stephens North Delta School 
Levi Williams South Panola High

QUITMAN 
Sara Booth Delta Academy
Case Bynum Delta Academy
Zandaisha Crawford Madison S. 
Palmer High
Zylah Strickland Madison S. Palmer High

SHARKEY/ISSAQUENA 
Beyonce Kenny South Delta High
Jaylen Maxey South Delta High
Juliana Scott Sharkey-Issaquena Academy
Ethan Willard Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

SUNFLOWER 
John Clayton Chism Indianola Academy
Emmanuel Clark Thomas E. Edwards, Sr. 
High School
Bre’Anna Coleman Thomas E. Edwards, Sr. 
High School
Denise Ginn Gentry High
Jacob Henley North Sunflower Academy
Preslie McCool North Sunflower Academy
T’Rossi Pernell Gentry High
Temple Williamson Indianola Academy

TALLAHATCHIE 
Jaime Fairlee, Jr. West Tallahatchie High
Breyona Gammill Charleston High
Enochius Harris Charleston High
Eboni Nicole Jones West Tallahatchie High

TATE 
Dylan Flippo Strayhorn High
Taylor Johnston Magnolia Heights School
Kaitlyn Lindsey Independence High
Kenyon Latrell Page Coldwater High School
Rebecca Renteria Coldwater High School
Faith Shingler Strayhorn High
Bryson Taylor Senatobia High
Robin Tinnel Senatobia High
Madison Whitehurst Independence High
Gavin Woods Magnolia Heights School

TUNICA 
Cordaveon Carter Rosa Fort High
Savannah Mann Tunica Academy
Madelyn Swindoll Tunica Academy 
Myahia Watson Rosa Fort High

WARREN 
Bailey Andrews Porter’s Chapel Academy
Hailey Henderson Vicksburg High
Ashley Nicole Jarratt St Aloysius 
High School
Anna Marie Lamanilao St Aloysius 
High School
Michael Montgomery Vicksburg High
Brianna Poole Porter’s Chapel Academy
Anita Reed Warren Central High
Scott Wallace Warren Central High

WASHINGTON 
Ethan Allegrezza Deer Creek School
Antorie Barber Unity Christian Academy
Erika Nycole Brisco Leland High
Jayla Edwards Simmons High
Jakhyra Ford Greenville Christian School
Perry L Gibson Jr O’Bannon High
Alana Henderson Greenville High
Haley Hoover Riverside High
Justin Irion Riverside High
Cam’ron Jones Greenville High
Elyssia Jones Greenville Christian School
Jeremiah Jones Unity Christian Academy
Diamond Kingdom O’Bannon High
Bryant Lucas, Jr. Leland High
John Chandler Lyles Washington School
Anna Grace McGaugh St Joseph 
Catholic School
Austin Rexrode Deer Creek School
Simar Thomas St Joseph Catholic School
Mollie Warrington Washington School
Takira Williams Simmons High

YAZOO 
Caliyah Benson Yazoo County High
Lucas Clark Yazoo County High
Chan’cey Figures Yazoo City High
Ciniaya Grayer Yazoo City High
Grace Jones Benton Academy
William Quitman Peeler 
Manchester Academy
Yash Dilipkumar Sharma 
Manchester Academy 
Jewell Vandevere Benton Academy

GRADUATES
MISSISSIPPI DELTAHonor
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GRADUATES
MISSISSIPPI DELTAHonor

BOLIVAR
Caiden Craddock, Cleveland Central High 
Dakari Keyshun Crockett, Shaw High
Semaj Daniels, Northside High
Sydney Davis, Bayou Academy
Kearja Markhi, Dorsey Shaw High
Patrick Grayer, Ray Brooks
Alexia Richardson, West Bolivar High
Emma Short, Bayou Academy
Madison Smith, Northside High
Natassja Thomas, Ray Brooks
Jaylen Townsend, Cleveland Central High
Tanarious Williams, West Bolivar High

CARROLL 
Mary Jordan Milton, Carroll Academy
James Armstrong Neill, Carroll Academy
Jasmine Newman, J.Z. George High
Robert Charles “Carson” Skelton, 
J.Z. George High

COAHOMA 
Hunt Barksdale, Lee Academy
Joseph Curcio, Lee Academy
Taylor Matthews, Clarksdale High
Antonia Morales, Coahoma County High
Cordeja Murphy, Coahoma County High
Amber Roland, Clarksdale High
Aquaysheonna White, Coahoma 
Early College High
Thomas Williams, Jr., Coahoma 
Early College High

DESOTO 
Eli Ashley, Olive Branch High
Galin Jayne Burton, Northpoint 
Christian School
Oralia Cavazos, Horn Lake High
Adrell Evans, Horn Lake High
Brooke Gowan, Lewisburg High
Ashley Halford, Center Hill High
Taylor Howell, Olive Branch High
Rachel Lane, Lake Cormorant High
Alexandra Mobley, Lake Cormorant High
Angeline Morgan, Southaven High
Klein Morrow, Lewisburg High
Hope Joy Owens, Northpoint
 Christian School
Riley Payne, Southaven High
Raegan Stafford, Desoto Central High
Cassy Tigner, Hernando High
Charleston Vance, Hernando High
Kaitlyn Weirich, Desoto Central High
Kyle White, Center Hill High 

GRENADA 
Shaunna George Grenada High
John Collin Keys Grenada High

HOLMES 
Jasmine Carthan, Holmes County 
Central High School
Wykece Johnson, Central Holmes 
Christian School

Hannah Malone, Central Holmes 
Christian School
Issac Randle, Holmes County 
Central High School

HUMPHREYS 
Caleb Gorton, Humphreys Academy
Maury McClellan, Humphreys Academy
Jatricia Stuckey, Humphreys Co. High
Tamilya Thomas, Humphreys Co. High

LEFLORE 
Kapri Burden, Greenwood High
Christian Glass, Amanda Elzy High
Narkeshia Green, Leflore County High
Anthony Johnson, Leflore County High
Madison Rose Lary, North New 
Summit School
Mary Long, North New Summit School
John (Jack) Henry Reichle, Pillow Academy
Shane Houston Stephens, Pillow Academy
Cassidy Washington, Greenwood High
Juliaunia White, Amanda Elzy High

PANOLA 
Damien Cooper, South Panola High
Jay Logann Cossey, South Panola High
Nigel McGhee, North Panola High
Taniya Phillips, North Panola High
Abbi Roark, North Delta School
Taylor Rowland, North Delta School

QUITMAN 
Casey Moore, Delta Academy
Roinissia Presley, Madison S. Palmer High
Talacia Robinson, Madison S. Palmer High
Jhalen Wells, Delta Academy

SHARKEY / ISSAQUENA
Makiah Eason, South Delta High
John Bryce Fulton, 
Sharkey-Issaquena Academy
Jessie Mason, Jr., South Delta High
Sarah Grace Perkins, 
Sharkey-Issaquena Academy

SUNFLOWER
Cori Barnett, North Sunflower Academy
Jacorriah Bracey, Thomas E. Edwards, Sr. 
High School
Ashley Gordon, Gentry High
Journey Grayer, Gentry High
Kalia Lockett, Thomas E. Edwards, Sr. 
High School
James Roberts, Indianola Academy
Jillian Roberts, Indianola Academy
Hannah Utz, North Sunflower Academy

TALLAHATCHIE
Caleb Buckley, Charleston High
Kavon Hooper, West Tallahatchie High
Shakyra Truly, Charleston High
Kyla Washington, West Tallahatchie High

TATE 
Angela Beard, Coldwater High School
Grant Borgognoni, Magnolia Heights 
School
Jonathan Christon, Coldwater High School
Peyton McClure, Senatobia High
Claire Meeks, Magnolia Heights School
Chariti Nettles, Independence High
Jabari “Blake” Richardson, Senatobia High
Cameron Roberson, Independence High
Marley Smith, Strayhorn High
Adrian Turner, Jr., Strayhorn High

TUNICA 
Ja’Kyla Dunn, Rosa Fort High
Anna Grace Gibson, Tunica Academy
Hailey Goff, Tunica Academy
Mykendria Herring, Rosa Fort High

WARREN 
Elaina Bailey, Warren Central High
Kameren Batty, Vicksburg High
Anna Ware Brown, St. Aloysius High School
Khya Gaines, Vicksburg High
Ian Gordon, Warren Central High
Madison Henderson, Porter’s 
Chapel Academy
Elizabeth Keen, St. Aloysius High School
Storey Kirklin, Porter’s Chapel Academy

WASHINGTON 
Hayes Azlin, Deer Creek School
Britney Bettis, O’Bannon High
Ethan Blasingame, Riverside High
Ashanti Brown, St. Joseph Catholic School
Camariyah Butler, Leland High
Miyah Hampton, Greenville Christian School
Alasiah Henderson, Riverside High
Mary Grace Hobart, Deer Creek School
Christopher Jackson, Leland High
Rosie Johnson, O’Bannon High
Jay’Den Jones, Greenville High
Williette Kingdom, Greenville 
Christian School
Kyra Lewis, Simmons High
Mary Michael Mahalitz, St. Joseph 
Catholic School
Kendall McKinnon, Washington School
Chelsie Mickel, Greenville High
John Bentley Suares, Washington School
Timothy Wells, Simmons High

YAZOO 
Reid Turner Bain, Manchester Academy
Nathan Gueringer, Yazoo County High
Joseph Upton Hitt, Manchester Academy
Dylan Collins Moore, Benton Academy
La’Nisha Richardson, Yazoo City High
Ron’Nisha Richardson, Yazoo City High
Shajaka Shelton, Yazoo County High
Hannah Rene Waldrup, Benton Academy
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PAUL HOLLIS
President

Rolling Fork

PATRICK JOHNSON, JR.
President

Tunica

PIERCE BROWN
Vice-President

Schlater

LA SHON BROOKS
Vice-President

Itta Bena

CARTER MURRELL
Vice-President

Avon

LAWSON GARY
Vice-President

Greenwood

HENRY REED
Vice-President

Belzoni

SHAW JOHNSON III
Vice-President

Clarksdale

ANDY PROSSER
Vice-President

Yazoo City

JAY GORE
Vice-President

Grenada

KEITH MITCHELL
Treasurer
Grenada

CRAIG SHIDELER
Treasurer
Senatobia

KIRK SATTERFIELD
Vice-President

Benoit

JOHNNY MCRIGHT
Vice-President

Greenville

JIMMY WALKER, JR.
Vice-President

Clarksdale

TIM TIMBS
Vice-President

Indianola

OFFICERS
20

20
-2

02
1

20
21

-2
02
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BOLIVAR	
Donald Gant, Merigold
Robert Young, Boyle
	
CARROLL
Calvin Bowlin, Carrollton
Richard Macy, N. Carrollton

COAHOMA
Mattson Flowers, Lyon
John McKee III, Friars Point

DESOTO
Jim Sayle, Lake Cormorant
Duane Steadham, Nesbit

GRENADA
Brent Brasher, Holcomb
Chip Graham, Grenada

HOLMES
Milton Parrish, Lexington
Patrick Martin, Greenwood

HUMPHREYS
Willard Jack, Belzoni
Robert Royal, Midnight

ISSAQUENA
Todd Heigle, Rolling Fork
Matt Sharpe, Rolling Fork

LEFLORE
Clint Dunn, Itta Bena
Shane Stephens, Greenwood

PANOLA
Ann Billingsley, Como
Sledge Taylor III, Como

QUITMAN
Lewis Barksdale IV, Marks
Charles Walker, Marks

SHARKEY
Mike Lamensdorf, Cary
Jeffry Mitchell, Cary

SUNFLOWER
Lawrence Long, Indianola
Will Nobile, Moorhead

TALLAHATCHIE
Brad Hausner, Sumner
Mike Wagner, Sumner

TATE
Marty Allison, Sarah
Matthew Raff, Senatobia

TUNICA 
Gary Bailey, Tunica
Richy Bibb III, Tunica

WARREN 
Hunter Fordice, Vicksburg
David Wansley, Valley Park

WASHINGTON 
Carter Murrell, Avon
C.D. ‘Bubba’ Simmons III, Arcola

YAZOO 
Clay Adcock, Holly Bluff
Andy Prosser, Yazoo City

COUNTIES

BATESVILLE
Danny Holland

BELZONI
Bill Allen

CHARLESTON
John Burt Strider

CLARKSDALE
Tripp Hayes
Pete Hunter

CLEVELAND
Ronnie Aguzzi
John Howarth, Jr.

DREW
Tucker Miller III

GREENVILLE
Tim Clements
Parker England

GREENWOOD
Wade Litton
Hank Reichle

GRENADA
Keith Mitchell

HERNANDO
Ward Bloodworth

HOLLANDALE
Jan de Regt

INDIANOLA
John Rodgers Brashier
Alan Hargett

LELAND
Will Smythe

RULEVILLE
Fletcher Clark

SENATOBIA
Scott Crockett

VICKSBURG
Jan Daigre
Gilbert Rose

YAZOO CITY
John Murry Greenlee
Bernie Jordan, Jr.

CITIES

SENIOR DIRECTORS
Fred Ballard, Leland
Robert Coker, Sr., Yazoo City
Bob Hardeman, Greenwood
Clifton Porter, Rolling Fork
Ray Rounsaville, Charleston
Emery Skelton, Greenville

PAST PRESIDENTS
Dan  Branton, Leland
Bobby  Carson, Jr., Marks
Woods Eastland, Indianola
Bowen Flowers, Clarkdale
Dick Flowers, Tunica
Tom Gary, Jr., Greenwood
Tom Gresham, Indianola
Walton Gresham, Indianola
Paul Hollis, Rolling Fork

Kenneth Hood, Gunnison
William H. Houston III, Tunica
John Sharp Howie, 
Yazoo City
Bryan Jones III, Yazoo City
Bill Kennedy, Inverness
George King, Chatham
Bill Litton, Greenwood
Harley Metcalfe III, 
Greenville
Frank Mitchener, Jr., Sumner
Griffin Norquist, Jr., 
Yazoo City
Cass Pennington, Indianola
William A. Percy II, 
Greenville
John Phillips, Yazoo City
Al Rankins, Sr., Greenville
Tom Robertson, Jr., Indianola

Travis Satterfield, Benoit
Harry Simmons, Jr., 
Yazoo City
Gibb Steele, Greenville
Mike Sturdivant III, Glendora
Kent Wyatt, Cleveland

PRESIDENTIAL 
DIRECTORS
Tyler Cannon, Cleveland
Kevin Corban, Rolling Fork
Clayton Davis, Greenville
Justin Jefcoat, Greenwood
Michael Johnson, Tunica
Stacie Koger, Belzoni
Bill Walker, Marks
Nott Wheeler, Jr., Merigold
Grey Windham, Rolling Fork

DIRECTORS AT LARGE
Meredith Allen, Greenwood
Hugh Arant, Jr., Ruleville
Pierce Brown, Schlater
Robert Carson III, Clarksdale
Clark Carter, Glen Allan
Buck Clarke, Hollandale
Paul Dees, Leland
Scott Flowers, Clarksdale
Austin Jones, Moorhead
B. Jones IV, Yazoo City 
Will Long, Indianola
Chat Phillips, Yazoo City
Reese Pillow, Greenwood
Jim Robertson, Jr., Indianola
Kirk Satterfield, Benoit
Hue Townsend, Jr., Belzoni

DIRECTORSBoard of
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W. M. Kethley,* Cleveland (1935-37) 
W.T. Wynn,* Greenville (1937-38) 

John Pettey,* Greenwood (1938-39) 
Ellis T. Woolfolk,* Tunica (1939-40) 

James Hand, Jr.,* Rolling Fork (1940-41) 
Hugh L. Gary,* Greenwood (1941-42) 
Walter Sillers,* Rosedale (1942-43) 

Alexander Fitz-Hugh,* Vicksburg (1943-44) 
W.K. Anderson,* Clarksdale (1944-45) 

Jere B. Nash,* Greenville (1945-46) 
Irby Turner,* Belzoni (1946-47) 

Ellis T. Woolfolk, Jr.,* Tunica (1947-48) 
W.T. McKinney,* Anguilla (1948-49) 

W.M. Garrard, Jr.,* Indianola (1949-50) 
Sam H. Coker,* Yazoo City (1950-51) 

Maury Knowlton,* Perthshire (1951-52) 
J.R. Flautt,* Swan Lake (1952-53) 

C.R. Sayre,* Scott (1953-54) 
William A. Crabill,* Marks (1954-55) 

Luther W. Wade,* Greenwood (1955-56) 
LeRoy P. Percy,* Greenville (1956-57) 
G.C. Cortright,* Rolling Fork (1957-58) 

R.P. Parish,* Greenwood (1958-59) 
Miller P. Holmes,* Yazoo City (1959-60) 
Sidney Levingston,* Ruleville (1960-61) 

O.C. Carr, Jr.,* Clarksdale (1961-62) 
Aven Whittington,* Greenwood (1962-63) 

F.H. Nance,* Cleveland (1963-64) 
George K. Wade,* Greenwood (1964-65) 
Frank T. Brumfield,* Inverness (1965-66) 

Monty Payne,* Winterville (1966-67) 
E.M. Hood, Jr.,* Tunica (1967-68) 

James Hand III,* Rolling Fork (1968-69) 
Morris Lewis, Jr.*, Indianola (1969-70) 

Harris S. Swayze,* Benton (1970-71) 
Robert A. Carson,* Marks (1971-72) 
J. Tol Thomas III,* Cruger (1972-73) 

Frank M. Mitchener, Jr., Sumner (1973-74) 
Henry C. Self,* Marks (1974-75) 

Carter Stovall,* Stovall (1975-76) 
W.P. Brown, Jr.,* Schlater (1976-77) 

Robroy Fisher,* Glen Allan (1977-78) 
Seymour Johnson,* Indianola (1978-79) 

Jimmie Dick Carter,* Rolling Fork (1979-80) 
William H. Houston III, Tunica (1980-81) 
Bruce J. Brumfield,* Inverness (1981-82) 

W.A. Percy  II, Greenville (1982-83) 
R.B. Flowers, Tunica (1983-84) 

B.A. Jordan,* Yazoo City (1984-85) 
W.T. Robertson,* Holly Ridge (1985-86) 

Charles W. Capps, Jr.,* Cleveland (1986-87) 
John T. Dillard,* Leland (1987-88) 

John Sharp Howie, Yazoo City (1988-89) 
Ralph Hand, Jr.,* Glendora (1989-90) 
Harry Vickery,* Greenville (1990-91) 
Bill Gresham,* Indianola (1991-92) 
T.S. Shuler,* Greenwood (1992-93) 

John McPherson,* Indianola (1993-94) 
Mike Sturdivant III, Itta Bena (1994-95) 

Bobby Carson, Marks (1995-96) 
Harley Metcalfe, Greenville (1996-97) 

Griffin Norquist, Jr., Yazoo City (1997-98) 
Tom Robertson, Indianola (1998-99) 

Curt Presley,* Clarksdale (1999-2000) 
Kenneth Hood, Gunnison (2000-2001) 
Ben Lamensdorf,* Cary (2001-2002) 
Bryan Jones, Yazoo City (2002-2003) 

Dan Branton, Leland (2003-2004) 
Ken Murphree,* Tunica (2004-05) 
Kent Wyatt, Cleveland (2005-06) 

Tom Gary, Jr., Greenwood (2006-07) 
Bill Kennedy, Inverness (2007-08) 
John Phillips, Yazoo City (2008-09) 
Travis Satterfield, Benoit (2009-10) 

Cass Pennington, Indianola (2010-2011) 
Bowen Flowers, Clarksdale (2011-2012) 

Bill Litton, Greenwood (2012-2013) 
Gibb Steele, Greenwood (2013-2014) 

Walton Gresham, Indianola (2014-2015)
Al Rankins, Greenville (2015-2016)

Harry Simmons, Yazoo City (2016-2017)
George King, Chatham (2017-2018)

Woods Eastland, Indianola (2018-2019)
Tom Gresham, Indianola (2019-2020)

* Deceased

PRESIDENTSPastDIRECTORS
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ADVISORY RESEARCH
Bubba Simmons, Chairman
Will Smythe, Vice Chairman
Jeffry Mitchell, Vice Chairman

AQUACULTURE
Austin Jones, Chairman
Bill Battle, Vice Chairman
Jonathan Mills, Vice Chairman
Andy Prosser, Vice Chairman

ARRANGEMENTS
Irene Long, Chairman
Jamie Murrell, Vice Chairman

DEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT
Wade Litton, Chairman
Al Rankins, Chairman Emeritus

EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
POLICY
Cass Pennington, Chairman
Glenn Donald, Vice Chairman
Johnny McRight, Vice Chairman

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Tom Gresham, Indianola

FARM POLICY
Patrick Johnson, Chairman
Mike Sturdivant, Vice Chairman
Travis Satterfield, 
Vice Chairman
Bowen Flowers, Vice Chairman
John Rodgers Brashier, 
Vice Chairman
Clint Dunn, Vice Chairman

FLOOD CONTROL
John Phillips, Chairman
David Wansley, Vice Chairman
John Phillips, Vice Chairman
Butch Scipper, Vice Chairman
Charles Walker, Vice Chairman

FORESTRY & WILDLIFE 
RESOURCES
Jim Luckett, Chairman
Mike Mikell, Vice Chairman

GINNING & COTTON 
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT
Haywood Wilson, Chairman
Gary Bailey, Vice Chairman
Shane Stephens, Vice Chairman
Dwayne Coward, Vice Chairman

HIGHWAY & 
TRANSPORTATION 
INFRASTRUCTURE
Walton Gresham, Chairman
Stephanie Patton, 
Vice-Chairman
Johnny McRight, Vice-Chairman
Ted Connell, Vice-Chairman

RICE & SMALL GRAINS
Gibb Steele, Chairman
Kirk Satterfield, Vice Chairman

SOIL & WATER RESOURCES
Tim Clements, Chairman
Carter Murrell, Vice Chairman
John Howarth, Jr., 
Vice Chairman
Pete Hunter, Vice Chairman
George King, Vice Chairman

SOYBEAN, CORN 
& FEED GRAINS
John Howarth, Jr., Chairman
Paul Dees, Vice Chairman
Jerry Slocum, Vice Chairman

CHAIRMEN & VICE CHAIRMEN
Committee
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OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO DELTA AQUACULTURE:

DR. MENGHE LI
Delta Research & Extension Center – MSU

Stoneville

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO COTTON GINNING:
DAVID COCHRAN, JR.

Avon Gin
Greenville

OUTSTANDING 
RICE PRODUCER:
ALLAN GRITTMAN

Grittman Farms
Drew

CONSERVATION 
FARMER OF THE YEAR:

GARY BAILEY
Robinsonville

Awards2021
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OUTSTANDING 
SOYBEAN PRODUCER:

PIERCE BROWN
Brown Farms

Schlater

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO HARDWOOD FORESTRY:

CONNER FRISTOE
Weyerhaeuser Company 

Hattiesburg

OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO RESEARCH :
DR. JEFF GORE

Delta Research & Extension Center - MSU
Stoneville

PACE-SETTER AWARD 
(MEMBERSHIP CHAIRMAN):

SCOTT COOPWOOD
Cleveland

GOOD MIDDLING 
COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

SHERILYN JONES
Inverness

Awards
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Joe Aguzzi
Ronnie Aguzzi

Bill Allen
David Allen
Miller Arant
Turner Arant

Hugh Arant Jr.
Albert Austin
Bubba Bailey

Mac Baker
Fred Ballard, Jr.

Anderson Barham
Roger Barlow
John Barnard

Dudley Barnes
Hall Barret III
Hamp Bass IV
Asa Bennett

Rusty Bennett
Jon Bibb

Owen Bibb
Richy Bibb III
Mickey Black

Rodney Brantley
Dan Branton

John Rodgers Brashier
Rodgers Brashier

W.P. Brown III
Ike Brunetti

Nathan Buehring
Chris Bush

Wayne Bush
John Bush II

Alan Byrd
Jean Cadney

Robert Carson III
Robert A. Carson, Jr.

Ron Cassada
Bobo Catoe

Suresh Chawla
Pat Chism

Barney Chiz
Will Choate

Fletcher Clark
Jimmy Clayton
J.C. Clements
Tim Clements

David Cochran, Sr.
Dottie Collins

Trey Cooke
DeLoach Cope, Jr.

Theo Costas
John Daniels III

Larry Davis
John Dean, Jr.

Paul Dees
Hayes Dent

Joshua Duhon

Clint Dunn
Travis Dunn

Woods Eastland
Bob Eley
Alan Ellis

David Fisher
Bowen Flowers

Dick Flowers
Harry Flowers
Mark Fratesi

Caroline Gaines
Gary Gainspoletti

Lawson Gary
Justin George

Tommy Goodwin
John Thomas Greenlee

Tom Gresham
Walton Gresham III

Jerrol Hamilton
Bob Hardeman

Alan Hargett
Tripp Hayes
Cliff Heaton
Mitchell Hill

James Hollingsworth
Paul Hollis
David Holt
Will Hood

David Howard

THOSE THATFor do a little
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EXTRAdo a little
Jeremy Jack
Willard Jack

Billy George Janous
Buster Jennings

Austin Jones
Bryan Jones III

Bernie Jordan, Jr.
Barthell Joseph III

Tim Kalich
Bill Kennedy
Dean Kiker

George King
Keith King

Bill LaForge
David Leard
Buster Lewis

Bill Litton
Joel Litton

Wade Litton
Bill Long

Lawrence Long
Will Long
Po Lutken

Ray Makamson
Ellington Massey

Terry Maxwell
Charles McClintock

Matt McGregor
Margaret McKee

Bill McPherson, Jr.
Floyd Melton III

Harley Metcalfe III
Jim Meyer

Scott Middleton
Tucker Miller III

Frank Mitchener, Jr.
Duke Morgan, Jr.
Duke Morgan, Sr.

Henry Mosco
Lawrence Murphy, Jr.

Carter Murrell
Kevin Murrell
Terry Murrell

Steve Nail
Rives Neblett

Sells Newman, Jr.
Roy Nichols
Jerry Nobile

David O’Bryan
Mike O’Dell

C. Penn Owen III
Ralph Owens, Jr.

Franky Parker
Mike Patrick

William Percy II
Gines Perez III

Tim Perkins
Holmes Pettey
John Phillips

Fred Poindexter
John Doty Porter
Randy Randall III

Bob Reed
Joe Reed

Joe Wayne Reed, Jr.
Ben Robertson

John Thomas Robertson
Xan Robertson

James Robertson III
Jim Robertson, Jr.
Tom Robertson, Jr.

Brian Robinson
David Robinson

Ed Robinson
Rodge Rodgers, Jr.

Howard Sanders, Sr.

Kirk Satterfield
Ben B. Sayle

Robert Sayle, Jr.
Solon Scott, Jr.
Dan Shannon

Tommy Shelton
Doe Signa, Jr.

Harry Simmons, Jr.
Emery Skelton
Nevin Sledge

Homer Sledge III
Homer Sledge, Jr.

Ted Smith
Rob Spiller

Gibson Steele
Mike Sturdivant III

Johnny Swayze
Myrtis Tabb
Paul Tedford

Judson Thigpen III
Jim Thomas IV

Kenneth Thompson
Huey Townsend
Floyd Trammell

Jed Turner
George VanLandingham
Charles “Rod” Veazey

Jimmy Walker
Keith Walker

Martin Walker
Ben Walker III

Nott Wheeler, Jr.
James Whitaker
James Wilbourn

Phil Williams
Kent Wyatt

Fred Zepponi, Jr.
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POLICIES     RESOLUTIONS

Find Resolutions at:  
www.deltacouncil.org/policies_resolutions.html

&
ADVISORY RESEARCH

•	  Support for Public Sector Science and Education in Agriculture
•	  Delta Research and Extension Priorities
•	  Property Tax Calculations
•	  Economic Threshold
•	  National Centers
•	  Soil Health:  Research and Extension
•	  Water Resources Research and Education Center
•	  Cotton Research and Market Development:  Non-Wovens

AQUACULTURE
•	  Aquaculture
•	  Food Technology

FARM POLICY
•	  Farm Policy
•	  Crop Insurance
•	  Copper Theft

RICE AND SMALL GRAINS
•	  Rice
•	  Mississippi Rice Check-Off

SOYBEAN, WHEAT, CORN, 
AND FEED GRAINS

•	  Soybeans
•	  Corn

SOIL AND WATER RESOURCES
•	  Corps Groundwater Mission
•	  Accurate and Complete Data
•	  Delta Water Resources Sustainability
•	  Alternative Strategies for Water Balance	
•	  Groundwater Permits
•	  Adoption of Water-Conserving Practices and Interagency Cooperation
•	  Compatibility of Water Quality and Water Supply Strategies	
•	  Water Resources, Research, and Education Center
•	  Soil Health:  Research and Extension
•	  USDA Conservation Programs and Local Tax Base
•	  Conservation Programs-USDA – Wetlands Reserve Easement Caps

GINNING AND COTTON 
QUALITY IMPROVEMENT

•	  USDA Cotton Ginning Laboratory – Stoneville	
•	  Ultra Low Gossypol Cottonseed (ULGCS)

FORESTRY AND WILDLIFE RESOURCES
•	  Hardwoods Research
•	  Feral Hogs

FLOOD CONTROL
•	  Corps Groundwater Mission
•	  Flood Control
•	  Flood Control Reservoirs
•	  Mississippi River Levee Enlargement
•	  Yazoo Basin Flood Control
•	  Upper Yazoo Project
•	  Hillside Watersheds
•	  Carter-Rocky Bayou Watershed Project

HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENT 
AND TRANSPORTATION

•	  U.S. Highway 82 Bypass
•	  Highway Development
•	  Corridor 18 (I-69)
•	  Bridge Replacement and Repairs
•	 Delta Rail Service

EDUCATION AND HEALTH POLICY
•	  Higher Education Funding
•	  Health Care: Access, Education and Research
•	  Early Learning	
•	  Adult Literacy	

DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
•	  Delta Strong	
•	  Port Expansion
•	  Workforce
•	  Historic Tax Credit:  In Appreciation
•	  Growth and Prosperity
•	  Delta Regional Authority
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“Delta Council is an 
important voice for 
articulating issues that we 
can prioritize as a research organization.  
We share with Delta Council the goal of 
striving for the conservation of natural 
resources and sustainability of agriculture.  
It is an honor to partner with Delta 
Council in finding solutions to agricultural 
challenges that affect the daily lives of 
Americans, from the field to table.”

Dr. Martin A. Locke
Director

USDA-ARS

“Mississippi State University’s status as one of the nation’s 
leading agricultural research institutions has long been 
bolstered and advanced by the strong and steadfast support 
of Delta Council. Along with national and state agricultural 
and economic policy leaders in both the public and private 
sectors, we have come to respect and trust the vision of Delta 
Council for the future of American agriculture. I rely on the 
sound judgment and wise counsel of the men and women 
of this outstanding organization.”

Mark E. Keenum
President

Mississippi State University

WE 

DO IT...

without
cannot



“Delta Council has long played an integral 
role in the success of this region. The leaders, 
members and supporters of this fine organization 
have worked diligently to promote the vitality of 

the Delta by advocating for sound 
agricultural practices, educational 

attainment, and overall 
economic development. I 

commend them and the 
staff of the Delta Council 
for their outstanding work 
over the years and I wish 
them the best in all future 
endeavors.”

Senator Briggs Hopson

“Delta Council has been an advocate and leader to 
agriculture throughout the Delta region and throughout 
the country.  We treasure our partnership with such 
an excellent organization.  Delta Council has been 
a tremendous resource in providing outreach and 
information to agricultural producers on crucial 
USDA Farm Bill programs... This enables us to 
maximize the ability of agricultural producers – in 
the Delta and nationwide – to continue to provide 
food, fiber, and energy to a growing world.”

Kurt Readus
State Conservationist

USDA/ NRCS
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OUR 
FRIENDS

without
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“Over the last 35 years I’ve learned how truly 
important Delta Council is, not just to the 
Delta, but to the State of Mississippi as well.  
As a young legislator I saw how effective 
Delta Council’s influence and expertise is 
at the state-wide level and later, through 
my time with the Mississippi Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission and beyond, 
just how effective and important it is on 
a multitude of issues and concerns.  More 
personally though, Delta Council has given me 
the opportunity to form working relationships, and 
friendships, with many folks I now hold in the highest 
regard.  Thank you for the opportunities our association 
has given me.”

Don Underwood
Mississippi Soil and Water Conservation Commission 

“Delta Council plays a vital role in all 
aspects of leadership for quality of 
life in the Mississippi Delta. I have 
observed the quiet, behind-the-
scenes manner used by the staff of 

Delta Council to help provide positive 
outcomes for many community and 

regional initiatives. Delta Council is 
helping build a better future for all through 

their efforts.”

Myrtis Tabb

“Greater Grenada Partnership recently 
announced a huge win for our region, landing 
Milwaukee Tools’ newest location with 800 
jobs. As chairman of GGP, I can confidently 
say the 18-month recruitment effort to bring 
this industry to Grenada County would not 
have been possible without our partnership 
with Delta Council and Delta Strong. The regional 
approach Delta Strong practices was the key factor 
in closing the deal. We are very pleased to be a part 
of Delta Council, and we are looking forward to many 
more wins in our future for this region.”

Keith Mitchell
EVP Strategic Initiative

Guaranty Bank
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THANKS
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THANKS
Special

Boy Scout Troop 4200 (Greenwood)
Cleveland Volunteer Fire Department 

Cottonseed Co-Op 
C.P. House Gas Company

Delta F.A.R.M. 
Delta Research and Extension Center, Mississippi State University 

Delta State University Staff
Delta Wildlife 

Heartland Catfish 
Mississippi Highway Patrol 

Mississippi Institutions of Higher Learning 
Mississippi National Guard




